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SETS ONLY 


are left of the American Catalogue of 1876, the founda- 
tion volumes of current American bibliography. The 
type is destroyed, and no more can be printed. The 
price (originally $25) is now $40 in paper parts, $44 in 
A. L. A., half morocco binding, for the two volumes. It 
will presently be raised to $50. Any library, bookseller, 
or collector who has not a copy should order before it is 


too late. 


*The edition is also limited of the American Cata- 
logue, 1876-1884, now priced at $12.50 paper parts, $15 
half morocco, It is worth twice its cost each year in 


any library or bookstore. 


THE AMERICAN CATALOGUE, 


gt Park Row (P. O. Box 943), New York. 
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C: A. Currer, 


Communications for the JOURNAL, exchanges, and editor's 
copies, should be addressed C: A. Currier, Boston Ath- 
enanum, Boston, Mass 

The Editor is not responsible for the views expressed 
in contributed articies or communications, nor for the style 
of spelling, capitalization, etc., in articles whose authors 
request adherence to their own style. 

Subscribers are entitled to advertise books wanted, or 
duplicates for sale or exchange, at the nominal rate of 
5 cents per line (regular rate 15 cents); alse te adver- 
tise for situations or assistance to the extent of 5 lines 
Sree of charee. 

Remittances and orders for subscriptions and advertise 
ments should be addressed to Tue Liprary Journat, 31 & 
32 Park Row (P.O. Box 943), New York Re 
should be made by draft York, P. O 
registered letter. 


stlances 


on New order, or 


THEOLOGIANS and moral philosophers say that 
it is well for man occasionally to contemplate 
his own insignificance. It-~is for this reason 
that we remind librarians, who think they do 
well if they take a hundred periodicals, Ameri- 
can and toreign, that there were last year pub- 
lishefl in the United States alone over 
quarterlies and monthlies, over 10,000 weeklies 
Not half 
a dozen libraries take more than 100 of these 
the best hundred, 
number in comparison with the whole—less than 
one per cent. What would of 
national library that should undertake to bind 
May no such insane 


2000 
and semi-weeklies, over 1100 dailies. 


no doubt—but how small a 


be the size a 
and preserve them all! 
thought ever occur to Congress, its library com- 


mittee, and its librarian. 


THE contest in St. Louis over the choice of 
the best list of the ten greatest books of the cen- 
tury is said to have wonderfully quickened the 
public interest in books and literature. The ap- 
plications for books of solid reading by members 
of the Mercantile and the Public School libraries 
in that city have greatly The 
thoughts of the reading public have been di- 
verted from worthless or ephemeral books to 
what is greatest and best in literature. It 
The purist may regret that any such in- 


increased. 


is 
well. 
citement is necessary ; 

especially American man. 
so much as a prize-fight, a walking or running 


but so man is made, 


Nothing interests us 
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5 
match, a ball game, a billiard or chess tourna- 
ment, an election. It is well, then, that litera- 
ture should sometimes profit by an instinct which 
generally diverts the from her. The 
study of great authors cannot but have its good 
effect. As in all revivals, there will be a period 
of reaction but the 
mind that has come in contact with a greater 


public 


and many backslidings ; 


mind will always preserve some trace of the im- 
pression, and to many no doubt this impulse 
will be the beginning of a better intellectual life. 

A curious fault of expression occurs in a re- 
cent annual report of an English library. “ 60,233 
issued to 50,269 
2940 persons 


been issued to 


vols.,’” it says, ‘‘have been 


persons, being an increase of 


over 1884. Tickets have 
borrowers, being an increase of 64.’’ 


1600 
This 
marvellous statement of over 50,000 different 
persons drawing books in a small town is follow- 
in the line by a statement that only 
1600 borrowers had tickets. A table of statistics 
appended plainly shows that the number of 
was 1600 and that the 50,269 is the 
number of books by the 60,233 
vols. The writer of the report had in mind, no 
doubt, 50,000 demands for books, and did not 


ea next 


persons 
represented 


intend to imply that a man becomes a separate 


person every time that he asks for another. 


book. 


** MANUSCRIPTS are the most valuable part of 
So says Father Gabriel Meier 
Centralilatt, He could hardly 
between 


libraries.”’ in 


the November 
distinction 
European and American libraries. Instead of 
being the part of American 


libraries, manuscripts hardly exist in them and, 


show more clearly the 


most valuable 


moreover, for their chief purposes manuscripts 


are not wanted there. Taken as a whole our 
libraries exist for the instruction of the people, 
an object which can best be effected by the 
printed page. 

We trust that all who may receive the circular 
issued by the Program Committee of the A. L. A. 
will give it It 
in the interest of all that the committee know 


their immediate attention. 1s 


promptly on whom to depend, and what material 
they will have at their disposal 


VoL, 11. ; 
| 
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THE DECIMAL CLASSIFICATION. 


A REPLY TO THE ‘‘ DUET,”’ BY MELVIL DEWBRY. 


II. 


6. By taking the word “‘ Fresco"’ from its con- 
text, room is made for more American Humor, 
The numbers refer to the Duet, which must be | but, in fact, the index refers Frescoing to In- 
consulted to make some points clear. terior Decoration, 747. The headings included 
1. The Duet measures our scheme by a | stand in finer type under the section “ Sacred 


2. MISCLASSIFICATION. (See p. 38.) 


standard of its own which others qualified to | Furniture, Ornaments, etc.,’’ as a part of Ec- 
judge repudiate. It is curious that the Rational | clesiology. The church, as well as the artist, is 
classification uses 18 numbers (D. 1-18) for | interested in church decoration. A book on the 
Geography and Travels, and 402 for Modern kind of paintings and frescos suitable for church 
History (our 940-999). This lack of balance | use, their influence on worshippers, etc., eccle- 
could not hav been copied from the D. C., foron | siologists tell us clearly belongs here. No intel- 
the 3d line of the page is: ‘‘ It is in no sense | ligent reader could, without intentional twisting, 


founded on Mr. Dewey's system."” Some users | misunderstand the meaning. 
will prefer to keep all the description, travels, 7. The Duet finds out too many facts that 
etc., with the History of each section. Todo | aren't so: Ireland could as readily be said to 


this we put all under the History number, either be a sub-division of Scotland, because to save a 
** jumbled "’ with the civil histories proper, or | figure we in many cases divide the nine numbers 


kept separate by a simple device in the book | between two topics, giving, ¢.g., Scotland 4 and 
number. (See D.C., p. 52, for description of | Ireland 5. A glance at 941 makes this clear. 
plan, which applies alsoto Biography.) Equally 8. Some eminent scholars who hav spent a 


is ignored our favorit plan of marking witha | lifetime in such studies, agree that Insanity must 
single character Prose fiction, Biografy and | hav a place with Mental Physiology and Hy- 


Travels, as the classes most circulated, and so gien, where we put it. Here again is ignored 


needing shortest call numbers and a place near- the great advantage of the D. C. in providing for 
est the delivery. (See D. C., p. 51.) the wants of different kinds of libraries. Mental 


2. We treat Rhetoric as no more matter of | disorders under Medicine, where we also hav it, 


education than Arithmetic, or Grammar, or | suits a medical library, but not a student of 


Psychology. As in many cases, we provide the 
taught in schools. Here, as often, the Duet | head in both places. The medical library very 
calls for still closer classification, “ ignorant and | likely may cancel it in 132, keeping all its books 
fraudulent” as it is, for they cbject to treatises | with Pathology. The psychologist may cross it 
on oratory and collections of famous orations | out in Medicine, and keep his books next to 
jumbled together.’ those on Mnemonic Derangements, where they 


United States History, all of which are usually 


being 
3. English Composition, so far as it ‘s Gram- | are more useful to him. A general library would 


>. 


mar, we put there (425.2 and 3); but so far as it doubtless put in 132 the books written from the 
is something higher, we put it with Rhetoric and | psychological standpoint, and in 616 those from 
Oratory. a medicai standpoint. The D. C. is adapted to 

4. ** The devil can quote Scripture for his pur- | whichever of the three plans may be best in each 
poses."’ Finding a place where we hav not | case and cancelling the numbers not used in the 
printed the minute heads, Anecdotes, Proverbs, Index or a simple reference by number gards 


Epigrams, Riddles, Quotations. etc., all of which | against any confusion. 


we use, we get some sound doctrine about “‘ dark | —g. A good many of us are clearly laboring un- 
and unwholesome jungles.’’ These seven lines | der a ‘* mental derangement,” for we thot we 
are worthy of all acceptation, and so seem lone- | had fine collections of general periodicals and 


some in this series. | general societies. Our dream is shattered in 


5. The topic is Indian Religions. We shall | five monosyllables : ‘‘ There are no such things.’ 


certainly class closer, and Brahmanism and We find articles on every one of our main 
Buddhism will not be mixt on our shelves. classes in such magazines as //arfer's, North 


132 [May, "86. 


May, *86.] 


American, etc, and it accords better with facts 
and with library convenience to group together as 
generals such series as cannot be labelled under 
any one class. They are only partially belles 
lettres, and after trying them under 505 as lit 
erary periodicals, we preferred to mark them 
general. 

Similarly, some ae ademies or societies, having 
sections or departments in three or more classes 
we prefer to group as general, rather than 
squeeze under one-—¢.g., a history of the Insti- 
tut de France, which includes beside the French 
Academy, the departments of Inscriptions and 
Moral Political 


Any user of the D. C. 


Belles Lettres, Science, and 
Science, and Fine Arts. 
who thinks these are all, ¢.g., natural sciences 
may put them so. The scheme allows individ- 
ual judgment. 

We will class closer next time. 


Oddfellows, 


10. 


11. Freemasons, Rosicrucians, 


etc.. will be found as sub-sections under Secret 
societies in the next edition. Meantime careful 
reflection will lead our abler librarians to locate 
Freemasonry as a secret society, while now and 
then one may not so easity without our Index 
recognize Dipropargyl as belonging with Hydro 
Carbons in Organic Chemistry. 

[he name occurs in fine type, 


12. He is not. 


showing thru what presidential terms the con- 
stitutional period extends, 
13. D. C., p. 


detailed directions how to do it. 


51, says all this and more with 


One more illus- 
tration of candor and fairness. The Duet seems 
to ignore a whole page to the contrary if it can 
find that 


some way to imply something that in some case 


two or three words can be made in 
would be undesirable, and then it contines itself 
to those particular words in that case. 

14. [See note under $.] The Albigenses are 
not even mentioned in the fine type under secu- 
lar history. Their statement is based on our in- 
dication in the Index after such headings where 
the contemporary secular history is to be found. 

15. For mnem ynic convenience we use a regu- 
lar scheme of heads for all languages, and in 
most cases hav matter that we class as Texts. 
If there are none, no space 1s wasted on our 
shelves or in our catalog. 

16. The number of dictionaries made from one 
of the least known languages into another one 
as little known is very small. We think an Eng- 
lish-Greek Dictionary is more useful with Greek 
books than Webster 


The D. C. fits either plan. 


between and Worcester. 


Our practice is in- 
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dicated in the fine type note. Some dictionaries 


of four or more languages are dest in our 


413. 


put 


Reference shows these to be for 


collections of 


the « 


sermons and f individual ser 


mons, if lassifier , tho he is recom 


mended to put them, like other pamflets, with the 
The D. C. is 


where 


topic treated used in several 
seminaries there are very large colle 


tions of sermons in books, bound pamflets and 


Our ms. note says : ** Many will preter to 


mss. 


limit 2<2 strictly to sermons using these same 
uf the special 
that 
synonym of 
with a period and no “ and * be- 
in the D.C.—e 


ight 


under 251 for matter @ 


heads 


forms.’ Referring so, it is seen 


** Preaching” is as the 


** Homiletics,”’ 


tween them, as is often 


534, Sound. Acoustics ; 535, ! Optics, ete. 


The Duet inserts the word and and puts it in 


quotes evidently to show my gross ignorance. 
18. Again unfair quotation is used fo mislead. 


Fairies and Folk Lore are under Popu 


hat 


It would 


ar Life in 


on Cos- 


tumes and Customs. 


_ other sections in ng 
e exactly anal- 
ogous to say that Cork was put un ler Scotland, 
Tales 
chil 


see 13, above], t 


or that Fairy were put under Costumes. 


Fairy Tales for iren are Juvenil, and, as the 
Duet knows | he Index prints all 


Juvenil Stories as 523, provi ling a simple plan 


of separating them, if wisht, by substituting J 
lhe consensus of the competent hardly 


Folk Lore 


Traditions, 


for 823 


justifies the dogmatic st itement that 


all 


Legends, Dream-books, et 


is wrong with Popular Life, 
all right among the 
‘* Non-Christian religions’’ or with the classic or 
Norse mythology 

My cor- 


the 


19. These ave simply the two sides 


rected copy has after 239.5 ** For non 


Christian view, see 


20. 


Chere has not been a better place to raise 
the charge of plagiarism, for I find to-day that 


one of the critics in his Mercantile Library cata- 


logs used these very words. Our 250 is limited 


by its title to the work of priest and parish. 249 


in the same way is personal. We don’t think 


“family devotions’ and ** personal religion” 


impractical. The critic, both in his old scheme 


and his new, uses the same head, except that he 


‘ 


says “ meditations’ where we say meditative.’’ 


What 


read on the rest of the | 


is devout miscellany The critic may 
ne the definition in large 
type and in the same words used in his own 
scheme for the same books—viz., religious fic- 


tion, allegories, anecdotes, etc 


6 
1- 
— 
ut 
| 
d | 
d 
= 
| 
| 
y 
ad 
e 
J 
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Suppose it should be found difficult to decide 
whether a book was didactic (#.¢., made for 
direct Christian teaching), or meditativ, or horta- 
tory. Certain books very clearly hav these 
characters and are groupt together. Those that 
are a mixture are not less useful put in any of the 
three heads than they would hav been had no 
separation been attempted. 

21. The “‘ peoples without nationalities’’ 
under 397 with Nomads. 

22. In spite of the Duet’s dictum, “* bad classi- 
fying,’’ no scholar questions that of the Teutonic 
languages, English, Low 
Scandinavian, and Gothic, the English and the 
German are the major, the others the minor. 

23. We hav always pui criticism and history 
as here directed, and cannot find even the poor- 
est excuse for this statement. 

24. There is plainly printed under 140: ‘‘ The 
heads 140-1499 are for the discussion of the 
systems as such. The of 
authors of these various schools are classed un- 

der 190, not here. 
the catalogs 


go 


German, German, 


filosofical works 
From these heads refer in 
to authors clearly falling under 
them, without attempting to label each writer as 
an exponent of some one system.” 
professors of 


Four or five 
that 
they were unable to label each writer, and that 
the plan we hav adopted is best, but then the 


filosofy consulted agreed 


librarian might assign every author to his school, 
tho the experts cannot. There are books on 
Pessimism as a school of theught. 
clearly needed, but there are filosofical writers 
in every nation that only a quack would under- 
take to say belonged clearly to any one school. 
The question is simp!) 
authors not generally a 
any special place. Each user may decide for 
himself. The D. C. fits either of the three pos 
sible plans. 

25. See 4, Anecdotes. 

26. We hav use for China as a head, even if 
the Duet has no distinct works. We followed 
Rawlinson, as the expert knowledge of the Duet 
had not then been made public. 


It is a topic 


hout the middle class of 
epted as belonging in 


27. The scheme has always made prominent 
its claim to being practical rather than theoreti- 
that 
practicable we hav tried to hav allied subjects 
precede and follow, therefore the D. C 


cal or logical. Because we note where 


is ill 


cal because sometimes other subjects standing 


together hav no such connection ! 
28. 
best. 


We think our plan for public documents 
We put, ¢.g., the reports of the Bureau of 


| Education with Education, and not “‘ in the dark 
and unwholesome jungle’ (I thank thee, Jew, 
for teaching me that word) of the general Pub. 
Docs. 


In many subjects the most valuable 
material is lost by this plan of sending to the at- 


tic or basement anything bearing the Govern- 
ment imprint. We did not print any directions 
for the general series of House and Senate docu- 
ments because we were not thoroly satisfied that 
the best The public 


document question is one by itself, for they must 


scheme was available. 
be arranged somehow in any scheme, and we 
preferred to wait till careful comparison of vari- 
ous schemes should make plain what the best 
plan really is. 


3- SUPERFLUOUS Topics, (See p. 40.) 


The Relativ Index 7s an index to the cata- 
log as well as the shelves, and therefore requires 
minute headings proper for the catalog only. 
The joint authors seem incenst whenever they 
find a word in the Index for which they person- 
ally hav no special use, and it is quite possible 
that a smaller, limited index may be useful for 
certain village libraries. The publishers still 
hav the entire Index in type under revision, and 
will before distributing it print such a selected 
list if enough users of the scheme express a wish 
for it. It was made plain in the book, and in 
the circulars sent with it to the Duet, that certain 
subjects-—e.g. Italian Literature—were given in 
the tables only to three figures, because the re- 
visions of the sub-sections were not complete 
when the book went to press. These go without 
cost to each owner of the book in form to be in- 
The entire Index is 
held in type for adding desirable heads omitted 
These 


critics were invited and urged to assist in this 


serted at the proper place. 
and weeding out the printers’ errors. 


work on the ground that the Index was common 
property, and with altered numbers would serve 
as a very full index to their own schemes (an- 
other proof that they knew no prohibition of use 
was dreamed of). Instead of sending us this list 
it uselessly encumbers the columns of the Jour- 
NAL. It is matter of opinion how full an index 
This one conforms, when the type 
The 
** The Index 


is not a gazeteer nor biografical dictionary, and 


should be. 
is corrected, to what we thot the best rule. 
note at the beginning plainly says: 


givs only names of places and people used as 
The same is true of 


To find to what group 


headings in the tables. 
plants, minerals, etc. 
any individual belongs, consult the proper refer- 
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ence book.”” We shall, however, add a good 
many headings under our blanket rule to ** put 
in the Index any topic likely to be often wanted, 
altho not required by the rules.” 

Our numbers used for Travels, Description, 
etc., are printed only once, and that in the His- 
tory tables; so that headings like ‘* Adiron- 
dacks,”’ used almost entirely for description, are 
markt History in the Index. Our copy gave at 
first the description number also, but to save rep- 
etition we adopted the present plan. We may 
do better to print both. (See also our note on 
2:1 above.) 

It is easy to print ‘* Orford [This is for Horace 
Walpole !]."" But catalogers who use Orford as 
the heading of their cards will hardly think it 
ridiculous that we put him in the index under 
hoth Orford and Walpole. Had we put it under 
Walpole alone the Duet would hav smelled it out 
and printed the fact with two exclamation points. 
But to comment on this mass would be as in- 
terminable as the Duet. Having made minute 
heads for notes, etc., in our school of library 
economy, by rule we note in the index what 
topics hav been used. In the same way, having 
a specially strong dept. of astronomy, with fine 
observatory, etc., we printed the minute heads 
there. As aresult the Duet quotes **‘ belt, equa- 
torial,’ but no belt, champion's.” Janitors’ 
department in library (why not elsewhere ?)"’ 
etc., ad nauseam, and then calls it ‘‘ mass of ab- 
surdities,” “ total lack of sense,’’ and other gen- 
tlemanly epithets. Mixt in are many oracular 
statements that will require a little salt, ¢.g., how 
many would first think of ‘*G. H. Derby as in- 
comparably the funniest of all American Humor- 
ists?’’ We don't pretend to hav brot out 
exactly the names in each period of literature 
that every one will agree are the most worthy. 
We simply bring out some prominent names that 
we think it well to keep together, and all such 
names go in the Index to show that all by or about 
that special author is kept under one number. 


4. OMISSION OF TOPICS, (See p. 42.) 


So far as useful we propose to put in such 
heads from this list as hav thus far escaped us, 
and shall not feel it necessary to star each word, 
and in a footnote give the page of the Duet 
where we first noted that it had been overlookt. 
Possibly we may not think their, ¢.g., “* bene- 
factors’ lives,’’*‘ defences of Christianity,”’ ete., 
more important under B and D than some of 


those in the ‘‘ mass of absurdity,’ tho our failure 
to include has brot us some very hard names 


5. PERSONAL EQUATION. (5¢¢ Pp. 43 ) 

Some readers will be unkind enough to think 
that it is the Unitarian critic that shows the 
bigotry in getting in a passion because one of 
the most prominent and well-known heresies is 
not taken out of the list for his benefit, tho we 
hav given the small Unitarian sect as much 
space as even the Church of Rome. To hav 
omitted Arian heresy so generally known by 
roused sharp 

We tried to 
but 


that name would certainly hav 

criticism from a much larger class. 
ignore personal beliefs in assigning topics, 
t two horns toa 


as often happens if there are bu 
other 


dilemma, we must take one and let the 
side abuse us for it. It's merely choosing whose 


abuse to endure. 


6. TYPOGRAFICAL ERRORS, (See p- 43) 

The printer certainly made a funny target 
for our joint wits in dropping out the word 
“ class” after ‘ clarinet.” More ashamed of the 
mistakes than any one else, we beg re sonable 
allowances on our temporary edition, which, by 
the way, is nota new name devised to cover our 
blunders, but one used from the time it 
cided to print last summer ; sufficient evidence 
being the hundreds of pounds of type still held 
up and bought specially to enable a temporary 


edition to be printed. Our sheet of errata con- 
d 


was de- 


tains several others quite as absut 
7. PRINCIPLES, ETC. ( See p. 68.) 

7:3. It certainly is not pertinent to a i view 
of the D. C. to abuse the 35 base used by Mr 
Cutter. I hav done worse things than suggest- 
ing that. Is the sole object of the Duet to at- 
tack something done by me, regardless 
having absolutely no connection with the 
ject? 

It speaks of the decimal fraction system as 
“ used in his revised classification,’ tho knowing 
that it was the beginning of my whole 


and always used. With reckless assurance 
system, used at 


scheme 
it 


pronounces this simple decimal 


every turn of life and by everyb dy in our cur- 


rency, as ‘‘ unusable,’ * it might as well be 


expressed in Chinese Ideographs or Baby lonic 
Cuneiforms,’’ etc. This and the statement 
about the “ bloated "’ index may lead Mr. Win- 
sor to stop the press on the Subject Index to the 


Harvard Catalog now printing, for that index 


| 
126 
35 
le 
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will contain nearly double the pages of the Rel- 
ativ Index, and is numbered with the ‘‘ unusable 
decimals."’ It concedes ** that the assistants 
will in time learn the peculiarities of any library. 
The staff, at least, have to be educated up to 
it.”’ It takes us about as long a time to educate 
boys from the grammar school up to this use of 
simple decimals as it does to read the Duet's 
lucubrations showing that it cannot be done. It 
is these same unusable decimals which Mr. Cutter 
employs in his Author Tables, so largely and suc- 
cessfully used, while [ hav yet to learn of any 
one but our critic making use of his own similar 
scheme without decimals. 

We deny the premise that the proper basis of 
classification is not to group books that are on 
distinct subjects, but merely to separate the en- 
tire library into the desired number of aliquot 
parts ; but the assumption that one can tell al- 
most exactly, not to say within the wildest ap- 
proximation, the number of books that the future 
will produce on any given topic, and the propor- 
tion of these that will come into his library, is 
too preposterous to merit answer. 

The simple solution we hav always made of 
the real difficulty of large numbers in the few 
greatly used classes is intentionally ignored, for 
we provide for bringing fiction, juveniles, biog- 
rafy, and any other topic very largely circu- 
lated nearest to the Delivery Desk, and with the 
shortest numbers. 


8. PRACTICAL VALUE OF THE D. Cc. (See p. 69.) 


In our scheme Fiction has one of the nine 
sections of every language. The Duet here 
States one eighth of the truth. It says on one 
page, fiction requires no sub-divisions ; here, that 
there should be 100. It mixes and confuses en 
tirely distinct things, and extracts from the com- 
bination whichever element will serve its turn at 
that point. The many dogmatic judgments 
about disputed points hardly need comment ; but 


it is amusing to read that “‘ all that was neces- 
sary to make his classification a practical success 
instead of the practical failure that it is, was to 
re-cast it according to the law of proportion."’ 
In other words, to burn up the scheme and adopt 
the one ‘invented for the first time’’ by this 
final authority. 

After trial we abandoned re-casting the scheme 
specially to fit small circulating libraries. We 
gained here and there one and sometimes two 
figures, but lost vastly more in leaving the regu- 
lar system so widely used and having so much 


[ May, 86 


useful printed matter ready numbered. The 
vriginal system of 1876, which he thinks it safe 


to admit was ** intelligible,’’ stands by itself in 
the new edition just before the complete tables 
Anv library wishing may use this shorter schen 
without confusion, and for those not caring for 
the larger book this three-figure scheme is a!so 
bound up separately at a low price. 

As to changing to closer classing, it is simple 
impertinence to print these absurd statements 
that I hav “ never attempted,"’ or ‘‘ thot out, 


or ** seriously entertained”’ the idea of doing a 
simple thing which I recommend toothers. The 
writer forgets that he is discussing a system very 
largely used in which these things are done, not 
merely talkt about. Has he written so exclu- 
sively of schemes that were born, lived, and died, 
or are dying without going outside of one room, 
so far as adoptions are concerned, that he forgets 
that there are schemes useful for something be- 
sides targets for practice in English composi- 
tion? This reckless ‘‘ defiance’’ may merit a 
brief proof of the ease with which the thing is 
done. 

Any one sees that 100 books markt 942 may 
have a fourth figure assigned to each, and be 
quickly shuffled into 1, 2, 3 order. Even the 
Duet sees no difficulty in adding a figure toa 
class number on the book-plate and on the cards, 
and wherever that numberoccurs. The figure is 
written and that work is done. The defiance 
comes about the book number. Here three 
methods are used: 1. Cutter numbers, arrang- 
ing the books alfabetically by authors. 2. Bis 
coe numbers, arranging the books chronologi- 
cally. 3. No special order, simply giving each 
book in the class a definit number by which it 
can be quickly arranged and charged. Chang- 
ing a book from 942 to 942.1 has no possible 
effect upon the name of the author or the date 
of publication. In these two cases there is aé- 
solutely nothing to be done to the book number 
In the third case the number is meaningless, ex- 
cept to give the book a definit place and call 
number, and the number assigned to the book 
in 942 is exactly as good for every purpose for 
the same book when put in 942.1. Suppose of 
the 100 books, nos. 7, 23, 36, and 50 were 
changed to 942.1. These books retain these 
same numbers, and stand in the same order on 


the shelves, with no chance of confusion. As 


new books are added to this class the blank 
numbers, beginning with one, are filled up. On 


the shelf list (which is brief, cheap, and in its 
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nature requires re-writing occasionally, because 
in constant handling, inventory-taking, etc., it 
becomes soiled and worn out) the sheets for 942 
may be rewritten at once in the new order, or 
without serious difficulty the extra figure may be 
added to the class number in red ink, and the 
sheet used without copying till wear requires 


it. Till then in inventorying one looks down 
the page for all the ones, then for the twos, and 
it takes a trifle longer. But it is exactly what 
we all do in either author or time numbers when 
the lines left blank are filled so that new books 
do not interline in their exact place. Finally 

this very writer has in previous JouRNALS proved 
(to his own satisfaction) that the only proper 


shelf list is the one kept on cards. So he had in 


his own library proof 


that even the shelf list 
could be altered by merely adding the figure and 
shuffling the cards ! 

As to his hotel: Our thousand rooms, so tar 
} 


as large 


from being of the same size, are eac 
as we want it, without limit, and by our decimal 
principle the mother-in-law and 15 children 
would each hav private rooms, opening out 
the parlor occupied by the hea@tof the family. 
In a hotel a family of 20 might find no two 
adjoining rooms vacant, and be so scattered that 
no two would be in the same section. By the 
Decimal Scheme any number of rooms wisht can 
be had immediately adjoining, and hout delay 
or expense. This hotel will serve the opposit 
purpose from that for which it was erected, un- 
less the Duet can convince intelligent readers 
that it is as difficult and costly to write a decimal 
point as to build a new story on a 1000-room 
hotel. In our scheme each number has a definit 
meaning, and no other number means the same ; 
and the guest, whether a bachelor or a travelling 
camp-meeting, could exactly specily his quarters 
with a single number, but by this writer's plan 
he would hav to reel off a series of numbers 
that would sound like practising the multiplica- 
tion table. 

The specimen numbers at the end of 5 show 
the same candid handiwork, so apparent all 
thru. The Duet will find in my preface a single 
number that cou/d be made by our plan consider- 
ably longer than these. If any one thinks these 
are samples of our numbers, he had best come 
into the library, where our shelves are freely 
open, and look for himself. Because we hav a 
knife sharp enough to split hairs it doesn't neces- 


sarily follow that that is all we do with it. 
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The writer well knows, for he has read with 
lynx eyes every word of my preface, that the 
changes made by “ literary tinkers’” were of an 
entirely different sort. In fact, he answers him 
self in the same sentence by quoting my recom 
mendations of modifications which secure short 
numbers in the classes heavily circulated. The 
same perverse ingenuity that invented the ! 
size system shows its handiwork here. 
quotes from p. 48 Hamlet verdatim, but wit 
Hamlet left out. For the three stars insert t 
words intentionally omitted in garbling the q 
tation— 7.¢., an index in which one entry will in 


dex a book in the ordinary way, and at the same 


time index shelves, cards, clippings, or any ow 
literary material.’’ By cutting out my di 
definition of what the Relativ Index me: 
stituting something which he knows it does not 


mean, and italicizing and capitalizing the quota 
tion to suit his purpose, he constructs another 
man of straw. I make no attempt to point out 


all the distortions of meaning scattered thru this 


remarkable production, but trust to the good 
sense of any one wading thru it to verily every 
point before accepting its statements or conclu 
sions. Neither author nor publishers ever count 
ed as a user any library which was not using not 
only the plan but this form of it. 
9 : 1. In spite of this sneer at asking hel; 
any one who knows the subject, my 


still 


holds that the opinion of ex; 
national reputation is as good as that 
brarian who never even took the course of st 
and much less followed it up 

We were getting up an Index Rerum for stu 
dents, and the large number who use it say itis a 
wonderfully good one, and they often find it use 
ful to preserve notes, clippings, and pamilets on 
subjects on which no books hav ever been 
written, perhaps never will be. As such num- 
bers do not even appear in any part of the li- 
brary using the system, unless it has some 
under them, we trust they may be allowe: 
occupy one line each in the 400 pages of the 
D. C. 

9:2. This critic has certainly known what I 


‘ 


mean by *‘ decimal form” for several years. As 
this part is written chiefly for the glorification of 
its writer, these seem severe struggles to claim 
some share in the scheme which he pronounces 


so worthless. My distinct statement with the 


le 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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scheme devised in 1873, that ‘‘ the scheme of the 
Apprentices’ Library of New York, which in 
some respects resembles his own, was not seen 
till all the essential features were decided upon,"’ 
is made a cover for implying that in 1873 I ap- 
propriated something from his book publisht in 
1874, and then by a “‘ carefully worded preface” 
tried to cover up the dishonest tracks. Had I 
omitted all mention the attack would hav been 
equally personal. I certainly did get valuable 
suggestions from the St. Louis Library, which I 
acknowledged to the satisfaction of the gentle- 
men in that library. But after reading all the 
lamentations carefully twice, I fail to find any- 
thing in the D. C. that would not hav been 
there if the Apprentices’ Library had never ex- 
isted. The writer is welcome to all the credit he 
wants. I have neither time nor patience to 
spend in hunting for some possible remote influ- 
ence on the D.C. thruhim. I confess it re- 
minds me of the multitude of people scattered 
over the world who tell us in confidence that the 
Bell telephone was “‘ invented for the first time” 
when as boys in their play they had tied strings 
into tin mustard boxes. Evidently from the 
preparatory warning here given, Messrs. Cutter, 
Edmunds, and Larned are to take their turn 
some day and be arraigned for appropriating 
this writer's system. In the JouRNAL, also, vol. 7, 
p. 148—he modestly states to the Cincinnati 
Convention that a// the systems of shelf arrange- 
ment devised since ‘71 hav come from his 
priceless discoveries. 

9 : 3. Printing a list of catalogs that hav an 
ordinary subject index gives an air of proof to 
these statements about the Relativ Index. But 
the writer has given above a garbled quotation 
in preparation for these statements which hav 
nothing to do with the fact. In the third para- 
graf he says I “‘ was oé/iged, therefore, to refer to 
the number of the class,’’ “* but there is not the 
ghost of a difference in practical utility,” and 
that he introduced even this in his '74 catalog. 
In that catalog I find in fine type and at long in- 
tervals under the title of a book reference to an- 
other class—only this and nothing more! Bet- 
ter proof that the Reiativ Index had not been 
used before could hardly be offered than to place 
a page of it beside one of his pages which he 
cites as the prior use. 

As to the index. The New York Mercantile 
Library index, as revised by the joint author in 
1869, had 1121 entries. In three years only 55 
more were added for the new edition of ‘72, 


THE LIBRARY JOURNAL. 


[Afay, °86. 
The Relativ Index had 2604 as printed in 1876, 
and as printed with Mr. Smith's Classification in 
1882 it had 3862. The present index has 8935, 
not counting as many more headings secured by 
reference to Index tables. As the Duet says 
the index to the Rational Classification is the 
fullest yet made, I hav counted it, and find, 
sub-divisions and all, 5154. Of these 127 heads 
are not in the Relativ Index, beside 670 in- 
dented words—e.g., under Education his index 
has 36 sub-divisions; Engineering has 17 ; 
Poetry, 29, largely a list of languages. In our 
index Poetry is printed in black type, showing 
that it has these sub-divisions, and direct refer- 
ence to the table gives the number for each lan- 
guage. So, if our index were counted in the 
same way, it would really have nearer 
heads. Of the 127 entries said not to be in our 
index, I find cases that may fairly be said to be 
in ours—e.g., Devils, in ours the entry is Devil ; 
When these are 


20,000 


and similar trifling variations. 
deducted there will be very few heads for which 
we shall be indebted to “‘ the fullest index yet 
made.’’ Some of the headings are: Adult edu- 
cation, Complete works, Fishing tackle, Fourth- 
of-July orations, Infidel books, Musical collec- 
tions, Nestorians Travels, Old age, Ornamental 
work, Printers’ ink, Punishment of crime, 
Second-hand books, works, Sketches, 
Special education, Sporting guns, Translations, 
etc. We may not want a// of these. I am sur- 
prised to find that of the 108 topics quoted as 
sins of omission, “ the fullest index yet made”’ it- 
self contains only 40. His statement that “ there 
is nota single word in his index that cannot be 
found in other indexes’’ reads curiously by the 
side of the ‘‘ mass of absurdity’’ which no one 
else would admit. 

9 :4. Another garbled quotation, only” being 
supplied. The 50 libraries were mainly in New 
England, but the relativ location has been 
rapidly spreding of late, and that ten years 
ago, when my preface was written, it was not at 
all in common use, unless it be claimed that any 
unsystem which was not fixt with shelf numbers 
was relativ. 

9: 5. We hav constant and hearty testimony 
from users of the system as to the great value of 
its mnemonic features. It is idle to theorize with 
these facts before us. 

The 30 columns of the Duet are so full of 
charges, implications, garbled quotations, exact 
words quoted without context or explanation, so 
as to mislead any one who did not critically ex- 
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amine the point, that it would be possible to 
make clear to the average reader what the facts 
really are only by quoting so muc h of the 66 
pages of introduction to the D. C., so many 
notes, and so many things clearly printed in 


preceding volumes of the JOURNAL, that it 
y 


is simply impracticable. Time and space are 
too valuable to reprint so much matter available 
to any honest seeker after the truth. If any 
such fails to find such information, we shall be 
glad to direct him to it or to supply it anew. 

The whole matter may be summed up in few 
words. Repeatedly committees hav made ex- 
tended investigations to select the system that 
would be most useful and economical. In some 
cases special committees hav visited numerous 
libraries in which the D. C. was used, solely for 
the purpose of learning its /fas/ts and having 
clearly pointed out to them the difficulties that 
arose in actual use. The result of every investi- 
gation of this kind of which I hav learned has 
been the adoption of the D. C., proving that an 
impartial tribunal uniformly finds its peculiar 
merits greatly to outweigh its faults. 

I apologize for the length of thts reply. I hav 
not time to make it shorter. And for the whole 
discussion, most of which I thoroly disapprove 
as profiting nothing, I would not again be drawn 
into any recognition of such an attack, tho I 
cordially welcome all fair criticism which may 
help any librarian. In advancing the great 
work to which some of us hav giyen our lives, 


there is no time for petty bickerings. 


DUI-DECIMAL CLASSIFICA- 
TION.” 
BY B: PICKMAN MANN. 

Mr. Dewey is mor competent than I to reply 
to the criticisms containd in Messrs. Perkins 
and Schwartz's duet, of which I hav as yet seen 
only the first part (Z. 7., IT: 37-43).* He wil, 
however, take a personal interest in the matter, 
from which I, an admirer and adopter of his 
system, am free. I offer, therefore, the follow- 
ing remarks, not presuming to answer every de- 
tail of the criticism, nor deeming it necessary, 
as the showing of Mr. Perkins’s own misconcep- 
tions detracts so much from what might other 
wise hav force in his criticism. I do not regard 
Mr. Dewey's appeal to the copyright law as an 
attempt to patent an idea, but a protec tion 
against the confusion that would arise if unau- 


* This was sent to us before Mr. Dewey's reply, but it 
was thought proper that Mr. Dewey's should precede. 


thorized modifications wer to 


assignment of numbers to subjects Mr. 
has given specific a knowledement of Mr 
Schwartz’s invention of a translation system 
[See p. s9-] 

1, CLOSE CLAS 

The first criticism is that of the ¢ lose classif- 
cation by subjects (or form), but the same would 
apply not only to every system « { relativ loca 
tion on shelvs, but also to every system even of 
fixt location, for it is not to be dente ithat even in 
fixt location systems the attempt is made to 
place together t ooks on the most nearly related 
subjects, or of the most ne arly related forms. 

1. 1. Every fixt or relativ location system in- 
volvs the formation of parallel lections. 

1. 2. No system can dispens with cross-refer- 
ences and the analysis of polytopi | books. 

1. 3. No sub-classification, however detaild, 
prevents the keeping of all the books on a sub 
ject together ;’” but, on the contrary, ea h grade 
of subdivision brings closer to rether the 
closely related books, without remo 
from their proximity to those less closely 
lated. 

1. 4. Mr. Dewey's system (like some others) 
** admits ¢ { close « lassific ations,” as instante ed by 
his section 839, and the monografer or special- 
ist finds such sub-divisions useful. Mr. Perkins 
(for this part of the ‘‘duet” seems to be wholly 
or mainly his) knows so wel that this is not In- 
tended asa measure of shelf-classification, that 
he only brings the charge of absurdity upon 
himself by his criticism. 

1. 5. The charge that the idea of close classi- 
fication takes it for grant d that books can and 
must be classified only according to their sub 
ject is refuted by a glance at Mr. Dewey's 
class 8, where al the forms Mr. Perkins men- 
tions ar classified by form. 

The concrete exampl, * Hieroglyphic 
but an exampl under Objection 1. 2. A book 
on one subject is polytopical, if the subject can 
be lookt at in several relations Had Mr. Dew- 
ey lookt upon Hieroglyfics as a subject of 
prime importance, he would hav constructed 
his scheme with reference to it The same may 
be said of every subject which may be tre ated 


both primarily and in identally. 


2. EXAMPLS OF MISCI 
It is not worth while to defend men of straw 
when they ar attac kt. Mr. Dewey frankly 
acknowledges that his system appears to destroy 


proper co-ordination in some places, and that 


: 
; 
a 
3 
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he 
put minor subjects under general heads to which 
Here the author of 


for the sake of convenience has occasionally 
they do not strictly belong. 
a ‘‘ rational "’ classification which is not practical 
would naturally take issu with the author of a 
practical classification that is not rational. How 
much les the so-cald rational classification de- 
parts from rationality may be matter of opinion, 
but one author is not to be criticised for depart 
ing from the principls of another when he does 
not profess them. 

It would not be surprising if Mr. Dewey (like 
other authors) wer caught in a blunder occa- 
sionally, nor would an occasional misjudgment 
of detail affect the system he has developt. It 
is to be expected that a third edition of the 
Classification wil embody some corrections of 
errors containd in the second edition, and it is 
to behoped that Mr. Perkins and others wil con- 
tinu to furnish suggestions of amendment, but 
in a fair spirit of criticism. Itis remarkabl that 
a system involving so many thousand references 
has been so wel workt out that even Mr. Perkins 
finds comparativly so few details to criticize. 

2. 1. 


of associating geografy with history, at the out- 


Granting (if required) the unnaturalness 


lay of an extra decimal figure, it may be noticed 
that Mr. for the ot 
would prefer to consider geografy as a section 


Perkins, sake economy, 


of filosofy or fine arts ! 


2. 2, 3. If the educational aspect of English 
composition and Rhetoric is the leading one, 
these subjects may move up to 807. They do 
not belong under 370, any mor than text-books 


on any other subject would belong there. Mr. 
Dewey does not put English composition under 
Oratory. 

&. 4, §, 10, 11, 21, 22, 25. 
the classification becaus to certain subjects, of 
less importance than others, or crowded out of a 


Fault is found with 


three-digit place, separate mor-digit places hav 
but the whol left to- 
‘or * Miscel- 


not yet been assigned, 
gether temporarily in an ‘* Other 
lany"’ section. An equally wel-founded criticism 
may be made becaus 610 is not subdivided, but 
Mr. Dewey answers the criticism in his book, 
under 610. The only other basis for criticism 
is that some subjects require 4 or § digits, while 
others of perhaps equal value can be indicated by 
3 digits. 1 (above) 
shows what price Mr. Perkins is willing to pay 
Brahmanism and 


The answer to criticism 2. 


to obviate this objection 
Buddhism certainly belong together as much as 
Geografy and Fine arts! Mr. P. sets up a “ ra- 
tional” man of straw, and then knocks it down ! 
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Mr. Perkins seems to 
object to any reference to incideutal relations 
Granting that a ‘* Last Judgment” 
is mor thana mere decoration, it has a purpose 


(247.5) as welas a method (747) and style (755) 


it a decoration 


of subjects 


To cal is no mor undervaluing 
it than to assign a number to Mormonism is en- 
dorsing that. The mental phenomena of insanity 
exist none the les if their caus is fysiological 
With singular inconsistency Mr. P. insists that 
Washington shal be mentiond in at ieast three 


places, and Fairy Tales in two. 


2. 7. A part for the whol, dictated by con- 
venience. 
2. 9. ‘*Generai’’ embraces any two or mor 


Is the French Institute literary, sci- 
not 


specials. 


entific, historical, only? Is a newspaper 
general ? 

2. 13. If Mr. Perkins had read the preface of 
Mr. Dewey's book, or having read it had wisht 
to make a fair criticism, he could hav had litl to 
say. [See p. 51.] 
2. 16. 


2. 17, 19, 20, 24. If a subject wil go in mor 


In case of doubt, cross-refer. 


than one place, that one may be chosen which 
If synonyms ar 
not equally of 
where the others would be unintelligibl. 

2. 
for convenience, override logical requirements, 
or Mr. P. may try to draw out from the num- 
bers mor than Mr. D. tried to put into them. 

2. Perhaps Mr. Dewey has not as high 
an appreciation of Mr. P.’s scheme as Mr. P. 


best suits one’s own methods. 


familiar, one may be service 


26, 27. Numerical correspondences may, 


has. 
3. 
A perusal of the titl-page of Mr. Dewey's 
is in 


SUPERFLUOUS TOPIcs, 


book would show that the classification 
tended to serv for mor than a shelf arrangement. 
For indices rerum it cannot hav too many top- 
ics, nor too many synonyms. This disposes of 
most of Mr. Perkins'’s two pages of criticism. 
A special library might require all the sub-heads 
in some one of the sections for shelf arrange- 
ment, but wher not wanted they need not be 


used, 
4. TOPICS OMITTED. 


Undoubtedly a serviceabl contribution to the 
index, and one to be used in a new edition. It 
may be hoped that Mr. Perkins wil publish his 
contributions from F to Z. At the same time it 
may be remarkt that the better known authors, 
scientists, etc., ar mor easily located without the 
index than could be those les known whos 


names ar mentiond. 


i 


Way, ] 


5. PERSONAL EQUATION. 
The best hav it, and so hav some who ar 


good. 


LEGISLATIVI 
rHE UNION. 


OFFICIAL NAMES OF 
BODIES OF STATES OF 


(For the use of Catalogers.) 
S, stands for Senate; H. for H 


Alabama. Gen. Assembly: S.; H. 
Arkansas. Gen. Assembly: S.; H. 
Legislature : S. ; Assembly 


Assembly : S.; H. 


California. 
Colorado. Gen 
Gen. Assembly : S.; H 
Assembly rd 
Assembly. 


Connecticut. 
Delaware. Gen 
Florida. Legislature : 5S. ; 
Georgia. Gen. Assembly: S.; H 
[llinois. Gen. Assembly: S.; H 
Indiana. Gen. Assembly 
Gen. Assembly 
lature: S. 
Assembly 


Gen. Assembly 


lowa. 
Kansas 
Kentucky. Gen. 
Louisiana. 
Maine 
Maryland. 
Massachust tts. 
Michigan. 
Minnesota. Legislature 


Legislature : 5. 
Gen. Ass.: &. ; 


Gen. Court: 


i. 
Legislature : H. 
Gen. Assembly : S. ; H. 
Legislature: S.; H 


S. 
Legislature : S.; H. 

Ss 


Mississippi. 
Missouri. 
Nebraska. 
Nevada. 

N. Hampshire. 
New Jersey. 
New York. 

N. Carolina 
Ohio. Gen. Assembly 


Legislature : S. ; Assembly. 
Court 


Gen 
Ss. Gen. Ass. 
S. 


Legislature 
Legislature Assembly. 
Assembly: S.; H 
S.; H. 
Legislative Assembly: S. ; Hi. 


H. 


Gen. 


Oregon. 


Pennsvivania. Gen Assembly: S. ; 
Rhode Island. 
S. Carolina. 


Tennessee. 


Gen. Assembly : 
Gen. Assembly 
Gen. Assembly 
Texas. Legislawre : S. 

Gen. Assembly : 
Gen. Ass. : S. ; H. of 
H. of Delegates 


- Assembly. 


Vermont. 
Virginia. elegates 
West Virginia. 
Wisconsin. 


Legislature : S.; 
Legislature: S 


In Delaware, in 1776, the two brane hes were 
called House of Assembly and Council ; in 1792 
the present designation was adopted. 

In Florida, in 1838, the name of the legislative 
it was 


body was General Assembly ; in 1565 


changed to Legislature. 
In Kansas, in 1855, the legislative body was 
calied General Assembly ; in 1357 changed to 
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Legislature ; in 1858 to Ge neral Assembly ; and 


iin, in 18s9, to Legislature 
1 Mississippi, in 1517 the legislative body 


led General Assembly; in 15 32 the name 
was changed 
S.C 

vy, 15 Ap., 
LIBRARY ADDRESSES. 

giate Alumna, an 

es from 

is taking an 

At its Brooklyn 


invited 


was 


‘Women 


so great 


ly on 


in Boston, 
March the time was g!\ up to an address, 
again Mr 
prolessior ior co 
Associat 
lication and distribution as one of its documents 
Mr. March a 
substantially on the same topic, at Wellesley Col- 


May 


and students of Bryn Mawr College. 


Dewey, inship asa 


lege-! women,’ which the 


mn requeste dto be written out for pub- 
address, 


Dewey gave in third 


leve, and on 11 addressed the faculty 
lhe oldest of Boston's famous 5 uturday clubs 
dinner at the 


Judge Mellen 


had a library 
March 20. 


iress, 


the Commercial, 
Parker House, 


Chamberlain gave the a and held the 
\queting-room for over an hour with 


forth of the work and 
Library, and then 

quent tribute to books 

i their inf » James Russell 
speech all too 
Then Mr. Mel- 


{ College, spoke for 


irers 


vil Dewey, § 


general 


interests, presenting the mis 


library 
le. and urging the necessity of main- 


sionary side, 
tainir ‘loping free libraries of the right 
type as the only practic able means of educating 


the masses out of their present con- 


dangerous 
dition and making their lives better worth living, 
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tonians, ard the influence of the five hours spent 
it this dinner must be far-reac hing. 
The members gave the closest attention, and 
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BEST READING. 

Unper the above heading, Mr. Cohen, of the 
Maimonides Library, New York City, gives a 
list authors of English fiction, with these 
figures, showing the comparative circulation : 


ol 


Verne, 93 
Captain Mayne Reid, 78. 


William Black, 610 


Bulwer, 534. 


Mulock, 380. W. L. Alden, 75. 

Mrs. Oliphant e7s F. R. Stockton, 62. 

Wilkie Collins, 25r. Ballamtyne, 53. 

Dickens, 248 Captain Farrar, 53. 

George Eliot, 232 Dlack’s “Madcap Violet” 
Howells, a1 had a circulation of 116. 
Sir Walter Scott, 188 ** Judith Shake: peare,"’ 54. 
Charles Re 184 * Monarch ef Mine ng Lane’ 
F. Marion Crawford, 142 and * . 

Edgar Fawcett, 142. ** Shandon bells,”’ 36. 
Anthony Trollope, 117. “ Beautiful wretch,” Sun- 
Beaconsfield, 89 rise and * MacLeod of 
Bronté, 82 Dare,” 33 each 

G. W. Cable, Sr In silk attire,”” 32. 
Nathaniel Hawthorne, 79 Bulwer's “* Night and morn- 
The Breadwinners,”’ 6¢ ing,’* 95 

Henry James, 61. * Alice,” 45. 

Bret Harte, Harold,” 37 

h, $5. * A strange story,”’ 36. 
Craddock, 47. Parisians,” 29 
W. Clark Russell, go. Ernest Maltravers,”’ 55. 

UNDER TRANSLATION Mulock’s “Mistress and 
Marlitt, 304. maid," 58. 
Dumas, 20s. “A life for a life,”’ 45. 
Auerbach, 189 * John Halifax,”’ ¢2. 
Muhlbach, 120 ** A brave lady,"’ 41. 
George Sand, 37 ** Two marriages,’ 35. 

UNDER GO READING, George Eliot's ‘Adam 
No Name Series, 381 Bede,’ 48 
Florence Marryat, 214 ** Mill on the Floss,” 38, 
Hugh Conway, 59 “ Felix Holt,” 27 
Justin McCarthy, s4 ** Daniel Deronda,” e< 
F. W. Robinson, 26 Charles Reade’s **A perilous 
Vat secret,”’ 63 

t R PO READING “It is never too late to 
Braddon, 62 mend,”’ 39. 

M.A. Fleming, Howells’s * A woman's rea 

M. J. Holmes, 48 son,’* 40. 

Mrs. Wood, 47 “Silas Lapham,” 33. 

“ Ouida,” 77 Burnett's “‘A fair barba- 

Southworth, 46. rian, 35. 

Broughton, 4t * Louisiana,” 29 

B. M. Clay, 37 Dickens's “Great expecta- 

FOR VENILE tions, 25. 

Oliver Optic leads the list mutual friend,”’ as. 

with 2 
thers being: 26. 

Captain Marrvat, 273 Stowe’s Uncle Tom's 

J. Fenimore Cooper, 155 cabin,” 26. 

L. M. Alcott, 143 Southworth’s “Tried for 

J. T. Trowbridge, 140 her life,”* 5 

Alger, 110 Ouida’s ** Moths,” 5. 

In German fiction Wachenhusen heads the 
list with 237, followed by Ewald August Konig 
with 220, Maria Sophie Schwartz 207, Muhlbach 
185. Shakespeare had a circulation of 73, 


Washington Irving 63, Oliver Wendel! Holmes 
Du Chaillu 43, Schiller 19, Emerson 17, 
Byron 15, Oliver Goldsmith 14, Henry M. Stan- 
ley 14, Ruskin 13, Herbert. Spencer 13, Tenny- 
son 12, Homer 11, Longfellow 11, Carlyle rt, 
Mme. DeStael 10. Ninety-five books on elocu- 
tion and recitations were circulated, 83 on Eng- 
lish history, 82 on education, 32 on electricity, 
31 on physiology, 31 on etiquette, 28 on natural 
history, 27 on Arctic travel, 26 on music, 22 on 
Roman history, 16 on art, 16 on psychology, 13 
on chess, 13 on the steam engine, 10 on geology, 


59. 
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and 10 on astronomy. 
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lA STUDY OF THE NEW YORK FREI 
CIRCULATING LIBRARY. 


st 
f. 


Fi 


IN a list of ‘‘ most popular books,”’ 14 in num- 
| ber (all of them given out more than 100 times a 
year), it is first noticeable that we find three in 
| United States History or bearing upon it—Hig- 
| ginson’s *‘ Young Folks’ History of the United 
States,’’ and Coffin’s Boys of '76,’" and 
of ’61."" (It must be again recalled and borne 
in mind that the majority of the readers are 
young people.) There is one biography upon 
this list, Abbott's ‘‘ Life of Columbus.’’ Ther: 
is one scientific book the popularity of which 
every one’s judgment will approve, with som: 
surprise at the soundness of the choice-—Huxley’s 
‘*Elements of Physiology.’ Then, besides 
Verne’s ‘‘20,000 Leagues under the Sea,” the 
rest are novels, which, chosen quite unrestrict 
edly, certainly show a healthy standard—not one 
of them with a morbid tendency, and every one 
on broad, humanizing lines, if nothing more 
Mentioned in the order of their circulation, they 
are ‘‘ Monte Cristo,’’ ‘* Uncle Tom’s Cabin, 
‘* David Copperfield,"’ ‘‘ The Old Curiosity 
Shop,”’ Oliver Twist,” ‘‘ Ethelyn’s Mistake,” 
by Mrs. Holmes (an outcropping of the senti- 
mental vein, familiar to librarians, but prob 
ably quite harmless in all cases), ‘‘ Ivanhoe,”’ and 
Pickwick.” 

Passing to the detailed lists in each department 
of literature, there appears everywhere, in those 
branches outside fiction and poetry, the same 
desire to get at knowledge, commonly through 
simple, elementary books, but still to get at 
knowledge of something—as opposed to desul- 
tory reading of the most exciting thing, for mere 
sensation or amusement. And in poetry and 
fiction there is the same generally healthy indi- 
cation. 

In history the tendency is patriotic—even some- 
times local. The most popular books (all circu- 
lated more than fifty times a year) are, in order, 
Miss Booth’s History of New York,’’ Abbott's 
“History of Alfred the Great,’’ Anderson's “ Pic- 
torial History of the United States,’’ Lossing’s 
“ Field-book of the War of 1812,’’ Champlin’s 
“ History of the War for the Union,’’ Bonner’s 
**Child’s History of the United States,” Pitten 
ger’s stirring story of “ The Capture of a Locomo- 


tive,” during the civil war, Mrs. Lamb‘s ‘ His- 
ory of New York,” Coffin's ‘ Story of Liberty.”’ 
In biography, Abbott's books lead. Besides the 
Columbus, there appear in order Washington, 
Daniel Boone, David Crockett, Captain Kidd, 
Alexandria the Great. Then come books of 
other authors, Headley’s ‘“‘ Napoleon and His 
Marshals,” Thayer's “ From Log Cabin to 
White House,” Leland’s ‘‘ Lincoln,’’ Lockhart’'s 


** Napoleon,’’ and ‘‘The Boyhood of Great 
Men.” 
In travel and adventure, Lady Brassey's 


* Round the World in the Yacht Sws/eam "’ has 
the lead, perhaps from comprehensiveness ; then 
come “ Round the World with General Grant,” 
Knox's ‘* Boy Travellers ’’ series, Du Chaillu’s 
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« Equatorial Africa,”’ Cumming’s Iiunter’s 
Life in South Africa,’’ D iunenhower’s “* Jeannette 
Narrative,”” Gilder’s ‘‘ Ice Pack and Tundr “Tg 
Miss Bird’s ‘‘ Sandwich Islands,’’ Mrs Custer’s 
“ Boots and Saddles.” 

In the useful arts, t on personal training 
and occupation, and such approach as is ma 
fine-art reading, the first place is held by 
on geometric drawing, but this is probably 
ing to exceptional conditions. The nextis“ At 
teur Mechanics,” then Lubins’s ‘‘ Amongst \ 
chines,”” Munson’s ‘‘ Complete Phonogt 
Packard's “ Bookkeeping,’ a ‘‘ History of 
vention,” and a ** Manual of Architectu ‘ 

In science and education (| cal an 
after Huxley's “ iol 
ready mention¢ 1, come Blaiki 
Strong,” book on The 
Sea,”’ Eggleston's ‘*‘ How to Educ 
Spencer's Psychology,” Depp 
of Bodily Strength and Skill,”’ D urwin’s ‘Origin 
of Abbort’s “ Judge and 
Cooley's ‘Easy I xperiments 
ence,” Pepper's “ Boy's Play bo 
Dana’s *‘ Geological Story Briefly Tol 
“ Broad Ocean,”’ Fawcett’s 
for Beginners,” Pres¢ 
graph.”’ 

In philosophy and religion there i 
ing. It must borne mind ‘ 
reads purely devotional booksin a public | 
ry. li 


be 


ow- 
na- 
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aphy, 


In- 


Elements 0 
Stowell’'s 
ngs 


Species, 


ILS 


be 
There is, however, some reading of 
lative cast, and that interest is taken in 
questions is shown by the fact 
Draper and Lewes appear on 
reading as there is on stri tl 
is mainly historical, and little in the « 
doctrinal theology. 

In poetry, Shakespeare has all the 
one would expect, the circulation re 
as compared with the next figure, 
marks Longfellow. Then comes 
the Lake ;"’ and then a great distance separates 
the few other poems whit h circulate their 25 0 
Certain other standard works, not to 
altogether classified under large di 
made, are well up in the comparison , Ir 
works (Knickerbocker the most popular) 
much read. More than these, s¢ mewhat curi- 
ously, certain of Emers yn’s Essays; and De 
Quin y’s works make no bad showing ! 
“ Opium Eater” naturally 

Fiction will always an 
largest circulation (though it Is 
in this library the precentage 1s 
most of the other public circulating libraries re- 
corded); and no one who realizes how stimulating 


these lists. 
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inev 
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than in 


not 


lower 


ideas and knowledge are most rea lily absorbed 
will be disposed either to lament or to apologize 
for this. The point is that they shall bes yund 
ideas and rightly stimulating. The standard to 
be applied in this case is not chiefly the literary 
value of the books concerned, but the general 
healthfulness of the liking shown in their selec- 
tion. The Free Circulating I seems to 
make a showing possibly even more encourag 
ing in this than in any other department After 
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MR. SUTRO'S 
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‘Ever since I wa sma 
Adolph Sutro, when in his | 
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of scientific knowledge. Perhaps yet some great 
book will be written from the books here. Who 
can tell? Well, about fifteen years ago I com- 
menced to collect, but itis only some three years 
that I have actually been buying on an extended 
scale. London, you know, is the best market 
for books. A library there is essential to a gen- 
tleman’s estate ; and they are often sold, and 
mostly to Americans and Australians, who are 
great book purchasers. I always did my own 
buying, which much disgusted the agents, who 
represented to me thatit was i#/rz diy. fora gen- 
tleman in England to become a buyer, but I con- 
tinued. 

“Yes, I have a gentleman in London, a regu- 
lar bookworm, whose sole duty it is to purchase 
all scientific works that are offered for sale—es- 
pecially those in the English language. The 
library shall be essentially one open to the 
benefit of English readers. Nor do lay so 
much value on peculiar autographic letters —as 
curiosities they are certainly valuable. Yes, I 
have autographs, and have paid something like 
£30 for them—Bonaparte’s and George Wash- 
ington’s and Martha's, his wife. 

*“When I was in Paris I met an American 
gentleman who had written a book on the early 
history of America. He said to me: ‘ I can teil 
you where you can buy a grand library exceed- 
ingly cheap (mentioning a sum in the many thou- 
sand pounds). These are great books, all 
Americana, early American history.’ 

*** Thank you, but I think I could do bett<r in 
buying books of more general scientific interest.’ 

“** Oh, no, sir, you cannot—those books are 
frivolous—believe me.’ 

** But I would not ‘ believe’ and so I did not 
buy the Americana. 

“Yes, I have made up my mind what to do. 
I intend to build a suitable house for the recep- 
tion of the bogks,endow it with sufficient land to 
yield an income, and then deed it to a corpora- 
tion for the benefit of the city. But the library 
is not nearly completed yet. There are still 
many books wanting— consignments I receive 
every quarter—and when to my thinking the 
library is complete I will doas I say. At present 
the library is not open for inspection. Every- 
thing is more or less chaotic ; and in order to 
let the librarians work, I shall have to close the 
building throughout the week, leaving it open 
only on Tuesday afternoons.” 


Communications. 
D ENP INS 
the Library F 
Permit us to thank you for your cour- 
tesy in sending us proofs of Mr. Dewey’s reply 
to our paper on the ‘* Decimal System."’ With 
your permission we wil] just say that Mr. Dewey 
has not, we think, disposed of the objections 
which we made to his system ; and we have ac- 
cordingly nothing more to say on the subject at 
present. Very respectfully, 
May 13th, 1886. F. B. PERKINS 


urnmad 


J. SCHWARTz. 
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American Library Association. 


MILWAUKEE MEETING. 

A PRELIMINARY program has been arranged 
as follows 

Wednesday, July 7, 10 A.M.—Opening meet- 
ing, afternoon, business meeting. 

rhursday, forenoon, business meeting ; after- 
noon, drive around the city and visits to points 
ol interest ; evening, business mecting. 
and afternoon, business 


Friday, forenoon 


meetings 


; evening, reception. 


Saturday, forenoon, closing meeting ; after 
noon, left free for individual arrangements. 
Special arrangements will be made for those 
who wish to spend Sunday at one of the numer- 
ous summer resorts on the lakes in the neighbor- 
Waukesha. 


Monday morning an excursion will be pro 


hood of Oconomowoc or at 


vided for by the citizens of Milwaukee to Madison 
and Devil's Lake, where a stop will be made 
ver night ; on Tuesday morning the party wil! 
proceed to the Dells of the Wisconsin River near 
Kilbourn City. 

From this point it is intended to arrange for a 
further excursion, if a sufficient number of li- 
brarians shall signify their willingness to partic- 
ipate, either by way of St. Paul to Ashland on 
Lake Superior and back to Milwaukee, or by 
way of St. Paul, Minneapolis, and the Missis 
sippi River to St. Louis, and from there to Chi- 
cago and back to Milwaukee. In each of the 
cities named, courtesies will be extended to the 


visitors Further details of these excursions 
will be announced. The Committee in New 


York are making arrangements for reduced rates 
of eastern transportation. For the guidance of 
the committee of arrangements at Milwaukee, 
however, the 
members of the association, who wish to join in 


it is absolutely necessary that 


such a trip, provided it can be arranged for at a 
reasonable expense, notify Mr. Linderfelt of the 
Milwaukee 
and also indicate their preference for 


Public Library as soon as prac- 
ticable, 
either of the routes proposed. 

If this program is carried out, the party will 
return to Milwaukee in time for attending the 
great National Siingerfest, which will be held 
there on the 21st to 25th of July. 

The 
Messrs. Poole, Merrill and Soldan, 


committee on program, consisting of 
has issued 
the following circular : 

Trusting that you will be present at the meet- 
ing of the American Library Association at 


Milwaukee on the seventh of July, and re- 


| 


May, 


questing that you will read a pap 

three days’ sessions, the Committee on 
gram beg that you will send to the chai 
at as early a day as possible—in order that! 
may be included in the preliminary announce- 
ment of the meeting { 


the title of your paper, and 
you will please state the me you will occupy in 
reading it. 

Even if you read no paper, the Committee will 
be glad to receive a note from you. Please 
state your intentions as to being present, and be 
free to make suggestions as to topics for consid- 
eration at the meeting. 


New York Library Clud. 
FOURTH REGULAR MEETING. 

Tue fourth regular meeting of The New York 
Library Club was held at Columbia Col : 
Library, May 13th, 1550, at three o'clock P.M 
In the absence of the president and vice-presi- 
dent, the secretary called the meeting to order, 
and Mr. R. B. Poole was chosen president // 
tem. Twenty-five members were present. The 
records of the third meeting were approved, with- 
out reading, as they were published in the 
LiprARY JouRNAL tor March. 

The annual report of the Treasurer was read 
by the Secretary, showing total receipts from 
dues for membership of fifty members, $50 ; €X- 
penditures, $21.22; balance On hand, $28.78 ; 
membership dues from seventeen members not 
yet paid. The report was accept d, referred to 
the Executive Committee to be audited, and 
ordered to be placed on file when audited. 

Mr. Melvil Dewey, Chairman, on behalt of the 
Committee on a Union List of Periodicals, re- 
ported that the ms. list of periodicals had been 
checked off and added to at the Mercantile, Y 
M. C. A., and Apprentices’ Libraries, and that 
the question had arisen whether it would not be 
better to extend the plan adopted by the Com 
mittee, so as to include all the foreign periodi als 
taken at the several libraries ; he read a letter 
from Mr. Schwartz, of the Committee, recom- 
mending such extension. 

Mr. S. H. Berry.—\ think the list ought to in- 
clude all the periodicals in Poole’s Index and the 
Co-operative Index, but that the foreign should 
be omitted. 

Mr. Poole. 
foreign periodicals. 
as we have in our library 
icals is upward of 6v0. 
complete as possible. 

Mr. Dewey.—\f we make it complete it would 
include newspapers taken at the hotels as well. 

Mr. Biscoe.—All periodicals in Poole’s Index 
and its continuation should be included. 

Mr. Nelson.—The Committee have included 
these ; the question raised by Mr. Schwartz's let- 
ter is on the exclusion of dead periodicals and 
the inclusion of foreign ones. 

Mr. Biscoe.—\ offer this resolution 

Resolved, That the Committee be in tructed t 
in the Union List of Periodicals all those indexed in Poole’s 
and the Co-operative Index, and all the current per! dicals 
and newspapers rec eived and filed at the Libraries of New 
York and vicinity. 


We should, I think, include the 
We added to the list such 
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We should make it as 


include 


Treason uy 
navian and other toreign pr 
ided. 
Poole say 
ime nun here if you 
i tourths of ours, 
he Astor. It wi 
current. 
{ the li ill lie im the 


exciuut 
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Vr. McMullen 


» some of us the expense 


raries have agreed 
it complete would 
f purchasing dupli 

n.—I1 should be in favor of making 
m as possi! le. 
Mr. l y.—-We 


in two alphabets, lists of peri 


must have, sooner or later, 


in one or licals 
and the transactions of s 
dozen or more libraries share the expense l favor 
making the list complete. 

Ihe resolution was then adopted. 

Mr. Poole, Chairman, reported for the Com 
mittee on Book Thieves, that they had found a 
nknown to them at 


cieties, and as a 


law already in existence, 
the last meeting of the Club, published in the 
JouKNAL for April. He had 
with the District Attorney respecting I, « 

whether reading-rooms 


conierred 


Was an ope n q estion 
were covered by its prov 
The Secretary then re 
had with Dr. Homes, of State Library at 
Albany, in accordance with the vote passed at 
the last. meeting, in reference to his dratting a 
general library law for the State, for the con 
sideration of the Club. 
Vr. D j I understo that the 
were killed in the Committee, at Albany, 
and that the so-called Howland Bill, also known 
as the New York Free Circulating Library Bill, 
had gained the support of some 
pesed it. It is, | hear, meeting with some en- 
I hoped some one would be here 


correspondence 


Sanger 


who at first op 


couragement 

to-day, who would have later news from it. 

1 favorably 

upon the following persons propos ! for mem- 

bership, and they were unanimously Clecte 1 
George W. Lithgow, Chairman, and James D. 


member of Apprentices’ Library 


The Executive Committee report 


Buchanan, 
Committee. 
The Club then proceeded to ballot for five 
members of the Executive Committes for the 
ensuing year. The chair appointed Mr. ©. S. 
Davis as teller By request the Secretary read 
the list of the names of all the members while the 
ballots were being prepared. Voted, that the 
five persons receiving the highest number of bal- 
lots shall be declared elected. The following 
persons were elected as the Executive Committee 
for 1886-87 : Miss Ellen M. Coe, W. T. Peoples, 
R. R. Bowker, C. Alex. Nelson and R. B. Poole. 
Mr. McMullin offered the following resolution 
which was referred to the Executive Committee 
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Resolved, That hereafter ene third of the Ex itive 
Committee shall retire at each a ial election, and thei 
places be filled by others; but at least one lady member 
shall always be retained ; and, further, that all ex-members 
of the Committee be informed of all meetings of the Com 
mittee, so that they may attend at their pleasure, and th 
Committee may profit by their experien 

Mr, Dewey. | hold in my hand the first vol- 
ume of the new Astor Library Catalog. To the 
New York libraries this volume is of exceeding 
value for the same reason that our Union list 
will be so helpful. We all understand, as only 
librarians can, what four splendid volumes of 
scholarly work like this cost, and even more, 
how cheap they are, at that high price, in saving 
the time of scholars, whose hours are gold. Such 
a catalog of such a library marks an era for 
them. We can, at our own desks, learn what 
we or our readers can find by going to the Astor. 
I feel sure that we all wish to express to the 
Trustees of the Astor our gratitude for this work 
and our sense of the greatly increased value it 
gives to our best library. Certainly it will do 
more for scholars than many times the money 
spent on books ; I| therefore move the adoption 
of these resolutions. 

Speaking in favor of the resolution of thanks 
to the trustees of the Astor Library for the first 
volume of their splendid new catalog of additions, 
Mr. A. W. Tyler, of the Plainfield, N. J. Public 
Library, said that he, at least, could appreciate 
what a great boon that catalog would be. He 
was delighted to welcome it and to express his 
gratification at its beauty and completeness, for 
it would unlock treasures practically inaccessible 
heretofore. As an example of this he said that 
in the old interleaved catalog the title United 
States probably occupied more than an inch in 
thickness, and that on one occasion during his 
connection with the Astor he desired a certain 
work which he knew was in the library; al- 
though there was no pressure to find it, the search 
occupied a half hour. How much longer would 
it have occupied one unfamiliar with the book 
and the Astor methods of cataloging. He hoped 
that when this author part was finished the work 
would be supplemented by a full subject catalog, 
for its importance in the use of that great collec- 
tion could not be overrated. He remembered 
that on one occasion a gentleman came in desir- 
ing to know at once the list of the ‘‘ Seven won- 
ders of the world,’’ a thing to be found in any 
child’s book, and we could not tell him on the 
instant. By direction of the Superintendent, he, 
the speaker, looked the matter up and made sev- 
eral references to the matter in the written sub- 
ject index. He heartily seconded the resolution. 

These resolutions were unanimously adopted 
and referred to the Executive Committee with 
instructions to forward them to the President of 
the Board of Trustees of The Astor Library. 

Mr. MceMullin.—1 would like to get some in- 
formation. Some time ago, in making some in- 
vestigations I found a John Hardy with a title 
egues auratus. Sir Christopher Wren had a 
similar title. Now I would like to know the 
difference between an ordinary egues and an 
egues auratus. When abroad I asked the libra- 
rian of the Bodleian Library, but after consult- 
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ing six books he said he would send me word at 
London ; he sent me word that he could find no 
difference. Does any one here know of any ? 

No one could answer. 

Mr. Dewey called attention to some advance 
sheets of Mr. Linderfeldt’s new Catalog and 
noted the peculiarities of its arrangement, espe- 
cially the indexes. He also showed and explained 
some recent improvements in drawers for cards, 
in keeping cards from slipping, in fastening the 
rods, in locking the drawers, and in lettered 
guides to cards. 

Mr. Berry.—-Is it not advisable to use the large 
cards for subject and reference cards rather than 
the small ? 

Mr. Biscoe.—\ think so. 

Mr. Dewey.—I\t is interesting to note how th 
card system first started by Mr. Jewett used 
half sheet of foolscap ; how it was gradually r 
duced to the Harvard small card ; until the pos 
tal card seems to have been settled on as the 
golden mean. 

Mr. Tyler.—Dr. Ezra Abbot thought that the 
large card should be used for subject cards, and 
that even the number of pages ought to be given, 
so that a reader may know what he is getting. 

Mr. Dewey and others made general remarks 
on the form of subject catalogs. 

Speaking of the difficulty of using complicated 
catalogs, Mr. Tyler said that he remembered 
one occasion when even Dr. Strazincky, the then 
superintendent of the Astor Library, could not 
find the Code Napoleon in its catalog. We after- 
ward found it under the word “ France.” 

It was voted that the best form for subject 
catalogs, both card and printed, and a general 
consideration of Card Catalogs be made the 
special subject for discussion at the next meeting 
of the Club. 

On motion of the Secretary a vote of thanks 
to the authorities of Columbia College Library 
was passed, for their liberal courtesy in furnish 
ing a room for the meetings of the Club during 
the year. Adjourned at 5.30 P.M. 

C: ALEX. Nevson, Secretary. 


Library LEronomp and Wistorp. 


Dawner, E. Guy. Design for a museum and 
library fora small countrytown. (In Builder, 
March 27.) 

Elevation and 2 plans. The design took the 
prize last year in the upper division of the Ar- 
chitectural School of the Royal Academy. 
Eron College Library and others. (In Saturday 

rev., Mar. 20, p. 404.) 

FLANDINA, cav. Antonino. Programma per una 
scuola di paleografia e diplomatica in Palermo. 
Palermo, 1885. 30 p. 16°. 

HARRISON, F: The choice of books and other 
literary pieces. London, Macmillan, 1886. 
7+[2]+447 p. D. 

The choice of books fills pp. 1-93. It is partly 
from the Fortnightly of Apr. 1879, but the 
greater part is new. 


146 
4 


May, ’86.| 


K. Zur Reform des Biblio- 


thekswesens. (In Grenzboten, 1886, no. 6, p. 
262-68.) 

Ferd. 
di un programma per una scuola di paleografia 
Palermo, Lao, 


LionTI, dott. Poche parole a proposito 


e diplomatica in Palermo. 
1885. 
MaLpen P. 
Memorial 


L. Dedication of the Converse 

Oct. I, 
1886. 38 p. O. + View. 
The Oration was by the Hon. J: D. Long. 

Mason, T 

Glasgow, printed for subscribers and 


Building, 1885. Boston, 


Public and private libraries of Glas- 
gow. 
for private circulation by T: D. Morison, 1535. 
448 p. O. (450 copies.) 

Beautifully printed. Dedicated “to Francis 
Thornton Barrett, librarian of the Mitchell Li- 
brary by his aforetime assistant, glad to ac- 
knowledge his indebtedness for much helpful 
counsel and many other kindly services.” 


Satmon, G. What boys read. (In Fortnightly 
rev., Feb, 1886, p. 248-259.) 

VALENTINI, avv. Ern. Manuale del biblioteca- 

rio, ove sono regole pratiche per ordinare, di- 

rigere, e conservare le biblioteche. Roma, E. 

Perino, 1856. 


Wueatiey, H. B. 

London, Stock, 1886. 7-+248 p. D. 

Gossipy chapters on: How men have formed 
libraries, How to buy, Public libraries, Private 
libraries (with a list of books of reference), 
General bibliographies (with a list), Special 
bibliographies (with a list), Publishing societies, 
One hundred books. 


s2 p- 5 


How to form a library. 


REPORTS. 

Cambridse P. L. (28th rpt.) Added, 1107; 
total, 18,131; issued, 83,016. “ The usefulness 
of the library is much hindered by the fact that 
its catalogue is now contained in twelve differ- 
ent lists. Were the librarian always at liberty 
to act as a guide through this labyrinth, the ne- 
cessity of a concise list of these 18,000 volumes 
would be much less. As it is, her work and that 
of her assistants is constantly interrupted by 
questions like the following : 

‘«* Where can I find the story of Damon and 
Pythias ?’ Ans. In the Dictionary of Greek 
and Roman Mythology and Biography, in the 
Reference Library. 

‘** Have you any book which will tell me about 
the customs of Hallowe'en?’ See catalogue of 
1875, Book of Days. 

‘**Can you help me to anything on the subject 
of Arbitration, Geneva Awards, etc.? See 
Treaty of Washington, by Caleb Cushing, 477- 
11, and the Encyclopedia. 

‘*«T want a colored picture of some pear blos 
soms.’ See Flowers, in fourth supplement. 

*** Have you anything new on Architecture, 
Queen Anne houses, etc. ? See the fourth and 
fifth supplements. 
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‘** Does the library contain anything on Me- 
chanical Drawing? See two works by Warren, 
recommended by a teacher of drawing. 

Anything on Botany?’ Yes, a fine list 
kindly suggested by Prof. Asa Gray, of Harvard 
College. See Botany, in the first supplement to 
the 1875 catalogue. 

“ These are a fair specimen of the number and 
variety of questions daily asked by the High 
School pupil who has a composition in hand ; 


the young orator preparing for a debate ; or the 


mechanic seeking to supplement his education 


by a wise use of the free library. 

‘‘Itis precisely in this direction that the library 
does its best work and becomes a means of real 
help to the student. Should it not be able to 
show at once what it contains on a given sub- 
ject? If this cannot be done by the catalogue, 
some one should be at liberty to aid those who 
are seeking information and not mere enter- 
tainment.’”’ 

Lending 


Liverpool P. £ (33d rpt.) 
issued, 


libraries 1, 1134; total, 44,775; 

383,128 (fiction, 293,881). Reference lib 
sulted, 650,152. Current numbers of periodic ils 
are now plac ed on tables to be selected at pleas- 
ure, without the delay of an application for them 
to the attendants. This has increased their use, 
but prevents statistics of the use being taken. 
It is supposed to ext eed 400,000, 

lynan (23 Added, 1058 ; total, 
34,411; issued, §5, A catalogue has been 
printed, and is sold at about j of its cost; 1000 
copies were printed, and less than 300 have been 
sold. 

“During the year a special effort has been 
made to bring the library into more satisfactory 
relations with the public schools. A full list of 
the books in the library particularly adapted to 
young people was prepared and printed in the 
catalogue as a Young Folks’ Department Not 
only entire works, but in many instances single 
chapters of special interest are arranged under 


con- 


subject headings so plain that they can be easily 
understood by any pupil over fourteen years of 
age.”’ 

Added, 3025 V., 3569 
pm. 

Merc. L. Assoc., San 
Added, 1131; total, 54,959 ; 
Southbridee ( Mass.) P. 
443 ; total, 10,623; issued, 
3415. The issue to teachers of an extra num- 
ber of books relating to subjects taught in their 

schools, has been tried successfully. 

Toledo P. L. (12th rpt.) Added, 1829 ; total, 
21,615; issued, 99,042 (fiction, 75.2 per cent.) 
The gain in the no. of books issued over the 
previous year was 20,975. ‘* The frequency of 
applications of late for new library privileges by 
citizens whose own libraries have heretofore 
been thought sufficient for family demands 1s 
among the best indications of the favor with 
which a well-appointed publi: library will be 
welcomed.” 

‘““When a new building is furnished, a room 
devoted to the use of teachers act ompanied by 


Francisco. (334 
issued, 29,918. 
(16th rpt. Added, 


consulted, 


rpt.) 


7.208 
17 
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their pupils for illustration and discussion of 
useful topics will be found one of the obvious 
features of its arrangement.”’ 


Watertown P. L. (18th rpt.) Added, 735 ; 
total, 30,304; issued, 15,791. The use of 
*‘teachers’ "’ cards has been introduced, and al- 


ready has improved the pupils’ reading. The 
librarian, Mr. Solon F. Whitney, gives an inter- 
esting account of libraries visited during a 
European tour last summer. Among others he 
saw at the Bibliotheque de la Sorbonne 125,000 
vols., arranged in small rooms, each containing 
the books on a certain subject (as proposed by 
Mr. Poole in his paper read at Washington) and 
each furnished with an elaborate card catalogue ; 
generally on a table in the centre, where it can 
be consulted by the student. There he also 
saw ‘‘a printed table dated 1846, in which the 
classes and subclasses of books are designated 
by letters of the alphabet, which, as books are 
arranged by subject, also denote their place in the 
shelving.” 
LIBRARY NOTES. 

Boston Atheneum, The electric light (incan- 
descent) has been put into the periodical-reading- 
room and the delivery-room, and gives satisfac- 
tion. During the summer the wires will be car- 
ried to all the rooms. 

Harvard University. The foundations for the 
new divinity school library have been staked 
out just northeast of Divinity Hall, and digging 
will begin ina fewdays. The situation is chosen 
so that the hall, the library, and a proposed 
chapel will form three sides of a quadrangle. The 
new library will be built of red brick, with brown 
sandstone trimmings. It will contain four lect- 
ure-rooms, a stack which will hold 40.000 vol- 
umes, and avery large reading-room similar to 
that in Austen Hall. The building will cost 
when completed about $40,000, 


Library of Congress. The commission of 
which Secretary Lamar is Chairman, which will 
have supervision of the construction of the new 
Congressional Library Building, has opened 
offers of owners of property on the sites selected 
by Congress to sell their holdings to the Gov- 
ernment. The amount appropriated for the 
purchase of a site is $555.0c0. One site, if 
bought at owners’ figures, would cost over 
$800,000 and the other over $700,000. Unless 
the owners of one or the other sites voluntarily 
reduce their valuations so as to come within the 
amount of the appropriation the commission 
will enter in the District Court proceedings for 
condemnation, as provisionally required by the 
act of Congress. — / mes. 


Lowell, The City Council of Lowell, Mass., 
have taken the management of the free city li- 
brary ‘‘ out of politics’’ by amending the ordi- 
nance relating thereto so that the election of li- 
brarian is hereafter given to the board of library 
directors, instead of being with the city council ; 
ani the librarian thus chosen is not subject to 
removal except for cause. The board of direc 
tors has heretofore consisted of the mayor and 
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the president of the common council, ¢x-efficiis, 
and six citizens, one from each ward, twoelected 
annually by the city council to serve three years, 
and two retiring every year. The ordinance, as 
amended, adds the superintendent of schools to 
the ex eficto members of the board, and provides 
that the other members shall be chosen “‘at 
large,’’ instead of from the wards. 
C: H. BURBANK. 


Minneapolis. Apr. 12 the Boston block, in 
which was the Law Library, was burned. 


Y. A reading-room and circulating library 
tor children is now in operation at 243 Ninth 
Avenue. It isin charge of the Children’s Library 
Association, which seeks to counteract the evi! 
of vile and pernicious literature upon the minds 
of children by circulating sound, wholesome, 
and beneficial reading. 


The N. Y. Soctety L. is considering the ques- 
tion of an up-town branch. It is proposed to 
put it on Fifth Avenue, between 42d and 6oth 
streets. The Society Library has a membership 
of more than 1000, Since its organization fully 
two thirds of its members have moved up town. 


Nineveh. Zénaide A. Ragozin’s Story of Chal- 
dea (N. Y., Putnam, 1586, 12, $1.50), has a cut 
of the present state of the ‘* Entrance to the 
Royal Library (Koyunjih-Nineveh),” which is re- 
produced in the Hook éuyer for May, p. 171. 

Oak Park Assoc. A concert was 
given at Oak Park, Apr. 23, for the benefit of the 
association to aid in purchasing additional 
books. 

fotter, Neb. A library association has re- 
cently been formed for the free circulation of 
books and periodicals, and has issued a circular 
asking for gifts. 

Princeton College Library possesses a 
large collection of books ‘on baptism 
bound volumes and 3000 pamphlets. 


i’. S. The Bureau of Education has sent 
out to libraries a circular of inquiries designed 
to procure for the 1884-5 report a complete list 
of libraries, with some statement of character 
and size. 

Wolfbore, N. H. The late J: Brewster, of 
Boston, left money to trustees to erect and sus 
tain a library and town hall at Wolfboro. 

PRACTICAL NOTES. 

RENEWING Fapep INKs. — A valuable discov- 
ery has been made whereby the faded ink on old 
parchments may be so restored as to render the 
writing perfectly legible. The process consists 
in motstening the paper with water and then 
passing over the lines in writing a brush, which 
has been wet in a solution of sulphide of ammo 
nia. The writing will immediately appear quite 
dark in color, and this color, in the case of 
parchment, it will preserve. Records which 
were treated in this way in the Germanic Mu 
seum in Nuremburg, ten years ago, are still in 
the same condition as immediately after the ap 
plication of the process. On paper, however, 


very 
2000 
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the color gradually fades again ; but it may be 
restored at pleasure by the application of the 
sulphide. The explanation of the action of this 
substance is very simple ; the iron which enters 
into the composition of the ink is transformed 
by the reaction into the black sulphide. 


Wersonal Notes. 


Carr.—Mr. H: J. Carr, whose interest in li- 
brary work has been seen at our successive con- 
ventions, has at last entered the corps. On the 
10th of March last he became librarian of the 
Grand Rapids P. L. 


Dyer and CkuNDEN.— Prof. J. K. Hosmer and 
librarians J: N. Dyer and F. M. Crunden, of St. 
Louis, were selected by the St. Louis Post Dis- 
patch as the committee to select the three best 
lists in the competition for the prizes offered by 
that journal for the best lists of the ten greatest 
books of the century. Their award is published 
and explained in a two-column report in the 
issue for Apr. 17, 1886. 


Epwarps, E:, died Feb. 7. ‘‘ His principal 
works were: ‘ Memoirs of libraries, including a 
practical handbook of library economy ’ (1859) ; 
‘Libraries and founders of libraries’ (1865) ; 
‘Free town libraries, their formation, working 
and results in Britain, France, Germany and 
America, with a review of the legislation con- 
cerning them, and historical notices of tamous 
book collectors ' (1869) ; ‘ Lives of the founders 
of the British Museum, with notices of its chief 
augmenters and other benefactors’ (1870). He 
was also the editor of the ‘ Liber Monasterii de 
Hyda’ in the series ot chronicles and memorials 
of Great Britain issued under the authority of 
the Master of the Rolls (1866). For some years 
he was engaged in the Bodleian Library, Ox- 
ford. His absence from the Congress of Libra- 
rians held in London in 1877 was very much re- 
gretted by all the members. Of late his health 
failed him, and he found it advisable to retire to 
Niton, Isle of Wight. This, however, did not 
prevent him from pursuing his favorite studies, 
and up to the day of his death he was engaged 
in the preparation of a second edition of his most 
popular work, ‘ Memoirs of libraries." In the 
year 1884 he was granted a well-earned Civil 
list pension of £80 a year. The article on 
‘Newspapers’ in the Encyclopaedia Britannica 
was compiled by him.”— 7rdébner’s Am, record, 


7. 
Mr. NEUMANN, who enlightened us at Lake 
George so much with regard to binding, has re- 
moved to new and more commodious quarters. 


RANDALL.—We ought to have noticed long 
ago that Mr. J]: K. Randall, of the Baltimore 
Bar, on July 1, 1885, became librarian of the 
Mercantile Library Association of Baltimore, 
vice Mr. J. W. M. Lee, resigned, to become cu- 
rator of Mr. T. Harrison Garrett's collection of 
books and prints. Mr. Randall had been in- 
terested in library matters for a year or more. 
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The library of which Mr. Lee takes charge is 
based upon the well-known Claghorn collectior 


of Philadelphia, which was recently acquired by 
Mr. Garrett. 

Ricuarpson.—Mr. H: H. Richardson, first of 
American architects, and designer of the Woburn 
Public Library, the Crane Memorial Library at 


Quincy, the Ames Library at North Easton, and 
the Converse Memorial Library at Malden, all 


of them beautiful buildings, though not all per- 


fect as libraries, died Ap. 27. A most interest 
ing sketch of his life is in the Amer. arcArtect, 
May 1 (refr. in Critic, May 8, p. 235) 


“Mr. Sport says the Washington corre 
spondent of the Cleveland / cader, *‘ has been Li- 
brarian of Congress for over 20 years, and he 


has seen the library grow from g0,000 to more 
than 500,000 books. He is the usiest mani iin 
Washington, and never has an idle moment 


He walks fast, talks fast, and uses others to help 


him in his work. He never writes himself what 
he can just as well dictate, and does not allow 


what cheaper men 
imount 


his energies to be wasted on 
He does a prodi 


gious 


could do as well. 


of literary labor, has always several different 
articles on hand, and turns out many things for 
encyclopedias, magazines, and books He is 


very methodical, and at a certain hour each day 


he may be seen going out of the Senate entrance 


of the Capitol carrying in his hand a green bag 
which is fastened by a draw-string This bag 
has many angles, and is apparently filled with 
books. He carries it with him into the herdie, 
and taking a book or pamphlet out of it, reads 
away throughout the long ride to Scott Circle 

years old. Heisa 


Mr. Spofford is now sixty 
man of many friendships, and his favorite amuse 
ment is in the rides which he and George Ban- 
croft take every Sunday.’ There a portrait 
of Mr. Spofford in //arper's Wee Ap. 24, 
p- 261. 


is 


Gifts and Bequests. 


Y« ung 
and 


Railway 


The 


Association 


KANSAS City, 
Men's Christian 
spent a gift of $550, from eleven Bostonian di 
rectors of railways centring in Kansas City for 
the pure hase of books The list of books is pub 


has received 


lished from time to time in the *‘R. R. Y. M 
C. A. Monthly Signal.” 
Toronto. Mr. |]: Hallam has given over 


have recorded 


2000 v. tothe public library. We 
\dam else- 


the catalog made by Mr. G. Mercer 
where. The Toronto (/o/¢ made its publication 
the occasion for an article in praise of the libra 
ry, urging the city to deal liberally with it for its 
educational usefulness, and expressing the hope 


that other men would imitate Mr. Hallam’s 
generosity 

Winpsor, 1% Beaman and Allan W 
Evarts, of New York, have given $50 toward 


vols of newspapers 


purchasing for the library 1: 
printed in Windsor from [505 


2 
2 
ay. 
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Catalogs and Classification. 


BinLiorTecA NAZIONALE CENTRALE Di FIRENZE. 

Italiane ricev- 
1886. Num. 
16+ 4 p. ©. 

lo be issued fortnightly. Classed. Full titles, 
with full names, contents and paging, and prices, 
when known. On the last page is an alph. index 
of authors ; the other three cover leaves are de- 
voted to notes relating to the library, its cata 
logs, rules, gifts, ete. 


Bollettino delle pubblicazioni 


ute per diritto di stampa. 


15 Gennaio. Firenze, 1586. 


Cata- 


and 


FREEMASONS. GRAND LopceE or Iowa. 
of the Freemasonry 
kindred subjects in the library, 5th ed. (1849, 


logue works on 


"54, "58, '73) June 1883; prefixed a separate 


catalogue of the Bower Collection ; by T. S. 


Parvin, Gr. Sec. and ex-officio Librarian 


lowa City, 1883. 135 p. O. 
The Rowfant Library, 
autograph let- 


OCKER-LAMpson, F: 
catalogue of the books, mss., 
ters, drawings, and pictures collected by F: 
L., Quaritch, 15386, 
233+[1] p. O. (150 copies for sale). 
With a plate by Cruikshank. In 2 parts, 1: 
1450-1700, in which the works of each author 
are arranged alph. by titles; 2: 1700-1580, in 
which the sub-arrangement is chronological. In 
this part every work (unless expressly stated to 
be otherwise) is of the first edition. 


(Mass.) P. L. 
prepared by the librarian, 


8 L4 


Locker-Lampson. 


MALDEN Pupils’ library cata- 


logue, Boston, 
1586. 25 p. O. 

‘** While it is impossible to grade these books 
very closely, those marked A will be found to be 
generally adapted to the older pupils, and those 
marked Bb, to the younger pupils of the grammar 
grades. Although a moderate amount of light 
reading is doubtless beneficial as a relief from 
hard study, children are cautioned against con- 
fining their selection to works of fiction. 
They should read mostly for instruction, and 
not for mere entertainment. They are also 
cautioned against excess in reading. A book of 
two hundred pages is as much as can be profit- 
ably read in two weeks by an average pupil 
who attends properly to his school duties, and 
takes exercise sufficient for good health.”’ 


J.) Free P. L. 
ject, author, and ti-le lists, arranged by Frank 
P. Hill, Not 
paged. 


PATERSON (N Catalogue ; sub 


Librarian. Paterson, 1886. 
QO. 

The three lists and the ‘‘relativ’’ index are 
distinguished by being on differently colored 
paper. Short titles, without place of publica 
tion. 

The MASSACHUSETTS Srate L, has just issued 
its 6th annual supplement to its general cata- 
logue as pp. 13-226 of its report for 1854-5. 
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FULL NAMES 

W: Culver Roberts. (The leading 
twenty-five campaigns.) 

H: Mason Brooks. (Curiosities of the old lot- 
tery.) 

Moses McCure Strong. (History of the terri- 
tory of Wisconsin, from 1836 to 1545.) 

F: Russell Guernsey. (A-B-C Spanish phrase 
book.) 


orator of 


Bibliograty. 


Bibliographie italico-frangaise 


BLANC, Joseph. 
univ., ou catalogue méthodique de tous les im- 
primés en langue frangaise sur |’ Italie ancienne 
et moderne, 1475-1885. Vol. 1 
Italie. Milan, 1886. 8° 


EnceL, K: 


Rome, Eglise, 
15 lire. 
der Faust. 
Schriften bis Mitte 
1884. 718 p. 

A 2d ed. of his Bibliotheca Faustiana pub. in 
articles, etc. 


1035 col, 
Zusammenstellung 
16. 


vom Jahrhundert 


Oldenburg, Schulze, 1885. 
1874 gives 2713 titles of books, 
Commended in .Va/ion, p. 250. 

Bibliotheca Germanorum gynae- 
cologica et cosmetica ; 
Schriften m. 


Hayy, Hugo. 
Verzeichniss deutscher 
sexueller u. cosmet. Einschluss 
der Uebersetzgn., nebst Angabe der Originale. 
Unter besond. Beriicksicht. der dilteren popu- 
Medicin u 


Zugleich 


Beifiizg. v. Antiquarpreisen 
Aufl. der 
Lpzg., 


liren 


bearb. Suppl. zur 2. 
‘* Bibliotheca germanorum erotica.” 
Unflad, 1886. 6m. 
KnutreL, Dr. 


viugschriften, 


8p. 8°. 
W.P. C 
betrekking 


tot 


Lijst van Engelsche 
de 


(In 


hebbende 
Nederl. geschiedenis het 1640. 
Bibliogr. adversaria, v. 5, no, 6 and 7.) 


op 


jaar 


LASTEYRIE, R. de, 


Bibliographie des travaux hist. et archéol. 

pub. par les soci€tés savantes de la France. 

Livraison. I Ain-Calvados. Paris, 1886. 
II + 200 p. 

List of embossed books, maps [etc.] for the use 
of the blind. Boston, Howe Memorial Press, 

4p. O. 


juveniles and 59 other works. 


18506. 


25 


Lozzi, 


nuova Italia : 


Car. Biblioteca storica dell’antica e 
saggio di bibliografia analitico 
Vol. Bs 


comparato e€ critico. Imola, Galeati, 


1556. 4193 p 
Inventario dei manoscritti 


Vol. 1: 


182+ 256 


MAZZATINTI, Gius 
italiani delle biblioteche di Francia. 
Bib Roma 


Monrier, L. Bibliographie des dialectes dauphi- 


1356. 


Naz. di Parigi. 


Valence, 1885. 55 p. 35 1.50 fr. 


nois. 


— 
| 
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MorGan, Appleton. Digest Shakespeareane 
[sic] a topical index of printed matter (other 
than literary or wsthetic commentary or criti- 


cism) relating to S. or the plays and poems, 


printed in English to 1886. Part 1, A-F. 

N. Y., Shakesp. Soc., 1886. 79 p. D. 
OLscHkI, S. Leo. Saggio di una storia delle 

pia notevoli distruzioni di libri. Bologna, 


soc. tip. gia Compositori, 1885. 16 p. 16°. 
From // Bibliofilo, an. 6, n° 12 

PansA, Giov. L’invenzione degli occhiali rivel- 
ata da’ documenti e dalla bibliografia. (In // 
Bibliofilo, an. 7, 

SCHLOSSAR, A. 
hist., geog. u. 
Fr. Goll, 1886. 

SORAGNA, Raimondo di. 


nr. 2, p. 17-20.) 
Die Literatur der Steiermark in 
Graz, 


ethnog. Beziehung. 


11+171 p. gr. 8°. 6m. 

Bibliografia storica e 

Statutaria delle provincie Parmensi. Fasc. 1. 
Parma, L: Battei, 

UzannE, Oct. La bibliothéque d’ un bibliophile. 
(In Ze Livre, nr. 74, p. 57-63.) 

VANDER HAEGHEN, F., and ARNOLD, Th. J. 


Bibliographie Lipsienne ; ceuvres de Juste- 


1886. 253 p. 8°. lire. 


Lipse. Tomer. Gand, C. Vyt, 1556. 598 p. 
8°, 12 fr. 

VISMARA, Ant. Bibliografia di T: Grossi. 
Como, F. Ostinelli di C. A., 1886. 45 p. + 


port. 
Winsor, J. Americana. 
March, p. 317-326.) 


(In Atlantic monthly, 


Vol. 1 of a ** italico-francaise 
on catal. méthod. de tous les imprimés en 
langue frangaise sur I'Italie anc. et mod., 
1475-1885" has been issued by H. Welter, 


Paris, 1886, about 500 double-columned pages, 
for 15fr. Vol. 2 will appear in June. 


The Bulletin of the MAtmonipes Library for 
April is devuted entirely to Education, being 
a list of books and magazine articles on that 
subject in the Library. 

C: Wetsn’'s“ A bookseller of the last century,” 
life of J: Newbery, London, Griffith, 1588s, 
11+[1]+373 p., O., contains (p. 168-335) an 
alphabetical list of the books published by the 
Newberys, 1740-1800, and (p. some of 
the newspapers with which J: Newbery was 
connected, and (p. 337-347) a chronological 
list of Newbery’s publications, 1740-1802. 

INDEXES. 
Indice delle memorie pubblicate negli ANNALI 
delle universita toscane. Pisa, 1885. 12 p. 8°. 


3360) 


CATALOGO metodico degii scritti contenuti nelle 
pubblicazioni periodiche italiane e straniere. 
Parte 1: scritti biografici e critici. Roma, tip, 
della Cam. dei Dep., 1885. 174+517p. 8°. 


Has an alph, index of persons referred to in 


THE LIBRARY JOURNAL. 


1S! 


the articles and another of authors. Contains 


in all 17,209 references to the articles in 241 

Italian and foreign reviews. 

Table des matiéres des 10 premicres années 
(1873-82) du journal la Narvurt Paris, G 
Masson, 1886. 284p. 8 

Table générale des matiéres contenues dans 
les Bulletins de la Socifrfé pes 
CiviLes, 1848-84. Paris, 1886. § 

Register naar eene wetenschappelijke verdce! 
ing op de werken van het WijskuNDIG Gre- 


NOOTSCHAP ** EEN ONVERMOEIDE ARBEID KOMI 


Amst 


OVEN,” 


445 Pp. 


ALLES 
Sikken, 1886. 74 


TE 


1818-82, 


gr. 8°, 


Library Wumor. 


Chicago Hostess (to young lady visiting from 
Boston).—Now, Penelope, I suppose the first 
thing you will want to see is our magnificent 
library ? 


Penelope.—Well, really, Aunt Julia, I suppose 
it is very fine, but do you know it occurred 
to me that I would like to visit one of your es 
tablishments where so many poor little innocent 
pigs are slaughtered every day. 


‘* HALF the books in this library are not worth 
reading,” said a sour-visaged, hypercritical, 


novel-satiated woman. ‘‘ Read the other half 
then,”’ advised a bystander. 

Evia A. GILEs, of the Madison, Wis., Public Li- 
brary, contributes to the J/i/max Sentinel sev- 


eral columns of facetiw, from which we ex erpt 
the following specimens : 


A gitl asked me a few moments ago for a 


household *‘ Angel in Disguise,"’ meaning, | 
found, *‘ An Angel Unawares.”’ Soon afterward. 
a small boy wanted ‘‘ An Insane Lunatic (a 
very excusable error in this case), and a sallow- 


faced, heavy-voiced woman, asked for Bulwer's 
‘*Last Days of Bombay.’ A woman 
wishes for *‘ Thrown on Clay,” meaning, we 


find, ‘‘ Thrown on the World,” by Bertha Clay. 


young 


A boy came shuffling in and asked for one of 
the *‘ Wonder”’ series. He looked a long time 
at the several volumes suggested as good, but 
could not decide which totake. Finally he saw 
one on the shelf, the title of which had been 
torn from the back, and he said with fervent de 
light, ** Oh, I'll take that one!" And he would 
have noother. Why? 


I was asked a few moments ago who the Fil- 
libusters were. After finding various references 
for the lady, at no small sacrifice of time and 
patience, I learned that she had asked about the 
Fillibusters because her cousin had ** just married 
a man named Fillibuster,’’ and she bad ‘* heard 
that he belonged to a very distinguished family!"’ 


‘ 
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Scribner & elfora's s New Books. 


A CHRONICLE HISTORY OF THE LIFE AND WORK OF 


William Shakespeare, 


PLAYER, POET AND PLAYMAKER. _ By Frederic Gard Fleay, author of the “ Shakespeare Manual.”’ With 
two etched illustrations, Fine paper, medium 8vo, half leather, gilt top, $4.50. 


rhe theatrical side of the career of Shakespeare has never yet received any adequate consideration, his con 


nection with the theatre s and acting companies in his earlier years not having been traced or even investigated. His 
relations wit! ther dramatists, especially with Jonson, have also been grossly misrepresented. While every idle story 
of mythical gossip has been carefully collected, and the pettiest details of his commercial dealings have bee n on ered, 
little attention has hitherto been given to his dealings with the plays by other men with whom he was fellow-worker. 
and a large gr » of evidence ing on the chronology of his work, derived from the early producti m of Eng ish 
plays in Germany, t been as valueless. In this work an attempt is made to collect this neglected material 
to throw new light on the Sonr ‘ letermine the dates of the production of all his works. A complete list of all 
plays published with duc t erior to 1640 by any dramatic writer is given trom the Stationers’ Registers. Many 
unf led hypotheses of Coll liwell, and others are for the first time exploded, and the work of ten years’ inve-- 
tigats is condensed in a si e volume. In many instances one paragraph represents months of labor, and it is hoped that 


a permanent addition of value is thus made to Shakespearian literature, The arrangement of the book is made so as to 
appeal not merely to the specialist, but to every one who feels an interest in the greatest writer of any literature and 
the crowning glory of r own. 


FLOATING FLIES AND HOW TODRESS SELECTIONS FROM THE POETICAL 


THEM. A treatise on the most modern methods of WORKS OF THE LATE MORTIMER COL LINS 
cial flies for trout ar rayling. With full Made by F. Percy Cotton. Only 500 copies (each of 
ions, and containing ninety hand-colored which is numbered) of the work have been printed upon 
most killing patterns, and accom- hand-made paper. In 1 vol., demy 8vo. 
to dry-fly fisherme: By Frederic 


A large-paper edition, printed on Dutch 7 eT TERS OF CHARLES LAMB. With 
some account of the Writer, his friends and correspond 


ents, and Explanatory Notes by the late Sir Thomas N. 


TING Talfourd. An entirely new edition, carefully revisex 
LUCRETIUS. Edited by the late H. A. J. and greatly enlarged. By W. Carew Hazlitt. 2 vol 
om unro, M.A., Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge. crown 8vo, cloth, $2.80 


, Introduction, Text 
ee eee Fourth Edition, BEAUTY AND THE BEAST; OR, A 
ROUGH OUTSIDE WITH A GENTILE HEART. 
A Poem, by Charles Lamb. Now first reprinted from 


PRINCIPLES OF GREEK ETYMOLOGY. the orig inal edition of 1811. With Preface and Not 


» demy 8v 
Lil 


By Prof. Ir an ene wy by Richard Herne Shephe rd. Fep, 8vo, parchment 
ilkins, M.A., and B. England, M. A avers $4.20. One hundred copies printed ; only 50 now for 
edition , Bv th, Six 2 sale. 


COSMOPOLITAN ESSA YS. By Sir Richard — » 
Temple, Bart, MLP., GCS. With = Deny THE PLEASURES, DANGERS and USES 
OF DESULTORY READING. By the Earl of 

: ; Iddesleigh (Sir Stafford Northcote), Lord Rector of the 

DAYS Ai Vv D NIGHTS of SERVICE WITH University of Edinburgh. Elzevir 8vo, paper, 50 cent 
SIR GERALD GRAHAM'S FIELD FORCE AT 
Si 1M. By Major E. A. DeCosson, author of* The WA TURAL CAUSES AND SUPERNAT- 

Cradk f the Blue Nile.”’ Plan and illustrations. URAL SEEMINGS. By Henry Maudsley, M.D., 

Crown 8vo, cloth, $5.60. LL.D. Crown 8vo, cloth, $2.40. 


THE LIFE wl CH. eng S /., 1600-1625. 7HE SOCIAL PROBLEM AND ITS ECO- 
Taken fr " a ‘ By E. Reresf rd Chan- NOMICAL, MORAL AND POLITICAL 1s. 
cellor, t Hist ric Richmond F ine-paper PECTS. By William Graham. 8vo, cloth, $5.60. 
edition, with i rtraits. Roxburg, $4.20 . 

HERALDRY, ENGLISH AND FOREIGN, ACCOUNT OF THE GYPSIES OF INDIA. 
WITH A DICTIONARY OF HERALDIC Collected and Edited by Daniel MacRitchie. With 


TERMS. By R. C. Jenkins. 1amo, cloth, $1.40. map and two illustrations. Crown 8vo, cloth, $1.40. 


THE PRINCIPLES OF SINGING. 


A EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF CHARLES 


Practical Guide for Vocalists and Teachers. With GEORGE GORDON, FROM 17S BEGINNING 
Vocal Exercises. By Albert B. Bach. Crown 8vo, TO LTS END. By Henry William Gordon. 8vo, 
cloth, $2.40. cloth, $7.20. 


Through the Kalahari Desert 


A Narrative of a Journey with Gun, Camera and Note-Book to Lake N’Gamiand Back. By G. A, Farini. With map 


Demy 8vo, cloth, $5.0o. 


& WELFORD, 


and 44 illustrations. 


SCRIBNER 


743-745 Broadway, New York. 
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